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First published in The Theosophist, Vol. V, No. 3 (51), December 1883, pp. 72-74. Republished in Bla-

vatsky Collected Writings, (EDITOR’S NOTE TO “THE BHATTAH MIRRORS”) VI pp. 6-8. Frontispiece by Po-

glazovs. 

[This Note is appended to a rather long excerpt from Col. Stephen Fraser’s 

Twelve Years in India,
1
 describing his experiences with the “Muntra Wallahs,” a 

sect of Mohammedan magicians, and their Magic Mirrors. A vivid description is 

given of their incantations and rituals connected with the preparation of the 

magic substance which they use to smear certain pieces of glass. Col. Fraser 

describes various scenes he saw in these mirrors, and how they coincided with 

events taking place in far-off countries, or still to occur in the future. 

— Boris de Zirkoff. 

Compiler and Editor of H.P. Blavatsky Collected Writings ] 

 

Editorial Note by H.P. Blavatsky. 

This curious passage found in the Memoirs of Col. S. Fraser, and transcribed for our 

journal by our brother, Mr. P. Davidson (Banchory, Scotland) is republished for good 

reasons. 

 First, to show that but about two dozens of years ago (namely, before the Muti-

ny),
2
 no English gentleman was afraid of being laughed at for telling the truth 

— however wonderful and, as in this case, incredible and unscientific in the 

eyes of the profane. 

                                            
1
 [Consult narrative by Col. Stephen Fraser, under the title Phallicism: “The Mirror Dance,” pp. 153-67, ap-

pended to Thomas T. Welton, Mental Magic: a rationale of thought reading, and its attendant phenomena and 

their application to the discovery of new medicines, obscure diseases, correct delineations of character, lost per-
sons and property, mines and springs of water, and all hidden and secret things. London: G. Redway, 1884; 
178pp. Col. Fraser’s Appendix refers to footnote on page 51, in Thos. Welton’s Mental Magic. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 [Referring to the Indian Rebellion of 1857, a major uprising in India in 1857–1858 against the rule of the Brit-

ish East India Company, which functioned as a sovereign power on behalf of the British Crown. — ED. PHIL.] 
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 Secondly, with an eye to the considerable number of overwise (in their conceit, 

of course) European critics (many of them Spiritualists with a firm belief in 

their materializing grandes dames and relatives) of Isis and The Theosophist, 

we shall not miss this good opportunity of turning the tables upon them. 

To do it we have but to oppose to some narratives of eye-witnesses given in Isis, and 

so vehemently cried down on the ground “of their inaccuracy” those of Col. Fraser, 

an author who 

. . . clearly and distinctly affirms, on the hitherto unsullied honour of an Eng-

lish gentleman, and a Colonel [7] in Her Majesty’s service . . . 

— that he was an eye-witness to all the wonders he relates above. 

Indeed, the strange confusion in the above accounts between a “Sheik” (who can be 

but a Mohammedan) and a Brahman, is by itself highly instructive. It shows that 

even a comparatively long residence (twelve years) in India, and a Colonel’s commis-

sion in H.M.’s
1
 Army does not procure immunity from blunders in connection with 

the mystic side of India. Nevertheless, Col. Fraser, whose veracity as to magicians 

and their psychological phenomena seen by himself is as unimpeachable as his 

blundering with regard to mystic names and things is self-evident — was never, to 

our knowledge, either doubted or publicly traduced as a liar? Even the undeniable 

inaccuracies of a Colonel in “Her Majesty’s Army” become “probable facts,” while 

plain and accurate statements of realities and truth when given out by a foreigner — 

have to be not only doubted but publicly set down without investigation as deliberate 

falsehoods. What can the author mean, when speaking of the “Sebeiyeh” dance,
2
 the 

Brahman “Sheikh,”
3
 the fire of the Garoonahs

4
 (?!) or the “Ardor

5
 who begat the 

Universe”? All of these words are unknown and un-Brāhmanical. Yet from the sub-

stance of the narrative, however muddled up, we know who are the members of that 

“renowned Brotherhood of Mystics, Philosophers and Magicians.” They are a Frater-

nity of true magicians, now disbanded and so widely scattered about the country as 

to be virtually extinct. They are “left-hand” adepts, Mohammedans belonging nomi-

nally to the sect of the Wahabees,
6
 who learned throughout centuries their magical 

art (or rather added to the knowledge brought by their ancestors from Arabia and 

Central Asia), from the Tāntrikas of Eastern Bengal and Assam. That part of the 

country has been famous for its magic and sorcery from a very remote period of an-

tiquity. In the Mahabharata, we read of a fight between Sri Krishna and the king of 

the Magicians, Anusalva, to the utter discomfiture of the latter. The proximity of the 

                                            
1
 [Her Majesty’s] 

2
 [The Mirror Bridal-fête of a renowned Brotherhood of Mystics, Philosophers, and Magicians. Fraser, op. cit., 
p. 155.] 

3
 [A man of at least 125 years of age, judging from the fact that his grandchildren were white with snowy locks 

and beards waist-long. Fraser, op. cit., p. 155.] 

4
 [Cf. “The circle had a pile of stones in the centre, upon which coals were brightly burning; and over this fire — 

which, by the way, is the Eternal sacred Fire of the Garoonahs, which is never allowed to go out from one year’s 
end to the other — was suspended from a tripod of betel rods a coarse earthen vessel, into which the four ex-
pectant marriages poured about one-fourth of the contents of the simla gourds already mentioned. Fraser, op. 
cit., p. 156.] 

5
 [Fraser, op. cit., p. 158.] 

6
 [Cf. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wahhabism] 
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Dugpas of Bhootan and the [8] neighbouring hill-tribes, famous for their sorcery and 

magical practices, has had a good share in the growth of the black arts in those parts 

of the country. To this day their fame survives in Bengal; Kāmarūpa in Assam is still 

an enchanted city to the many. But the manufacturers of the “Bhattah Mirrors” are 

not regular practitioners of Black magic. The knowledge they have acquired by the 

“left-hand” path is used for good or bad purposes according to the inclination of the 

practitioner. It is a curious feature in the mystic sects of Indian Mussulmans that 

they always make a jumble of Mohammedanism and Hinduism in their rites and cer-

emonies. Their magical formulæ we know are partly in Arabic or rather its dialects in 

India and in Sanskrit, or one of its living representatives; the Hindu Gods and God-

desses are also freely invoked therein. The whole account of Col. Fraser, with the ex-

ception of inaccuracies above adverted to, is substantially correct. But at the same 

time it is but proper that attention should be called to his blunders, for otherwise the 

statements of any well-informed writer — especially a foreigner, if clashing with those 

of any of the numerous authors of the stamp of Col. Fraser, will render the former li-

able to be set down as “an impostor or charlatan” — the latter epithets having now 

become the most aromatic flowers of rhetoric of the leading representatives of the 

English Press. 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

From our Black versus White Magic Series. 

 A CASE OF MESMERIC ATTACK 

 A STRANGE STORY BY BULWER-LYTTON 

 AKHUND ABDUL GHAFFUR OF SWAT 

 ANCIENT MAGIC IN MODERN SCIENCE 

 ANIMATED STATUES, TROPHIES OF THE BLACK ART 

 AURAS OF MEDIUMS AND ADEPTS 

 BETWEEN BLACK AND WHITE MAGIC THERE IS BUT A COBWEB THREAD 

 BLACK MAGIC IS IN FULL SWAY AMIDST MANKIND 

 BLACK VERSUS WHITE MAGIC, THE TWO OPPOSING POWERS 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE AUTHOR OF PHALLICISM 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE MALIGNANT FEVER OF UNSOUND SCEPTICISM 

 BUDDHISM, CHRISTIANITY, AND PHALLICISM 

 BUDDHIST FEMINISM IN CEYLON 

 CAPITAL PUNISHMENT IS A RELIC OF JEWISH BARBARITY 

 CHRISTIAN LECTURES ON BUDDHISM 

 CHRISTIANITY HAS RETARDED THE WOMAN’S PROGRESS 

 CONFESSIONS OF CYPRIANUS, THE PENITENT SORCERER OF ANTIOCH 

 DOES YOUR MIND ELATE WITH SELF-ADORATION 

 EGYPTIAN MAGIC, GOOD AND BAD 

 EVIL IS AN ILLUSION CAUSED BY THE CIRCLE OF NECESSITY 

 EVIL IS THE INFERNAL END OF THE POLARITY OF SPIRIT-MATTER 

 EXACT SCIENCE VERSUS ARCHAIC PHILOSOPHY 

 FRIGHTENING CRYING CHILDREN INTO SILENCE 

 HOW CAN A BLACK MAGICIAN BE KNOWN 

 HUGO'S LA FIN DE SATAN (1911) 

 HYLO-IDEALISM IS A FIG LEAF FOR CRASS MATERIALISM 
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 INSIGHTS TO THE HIGH IDEALISM AND QUAINT WIT OF ÉLIPHAS LEVI 

 INSIGHTS TO THE OCCULT ARTS 

 INSTEAD OF BLACK AND WHITE MAGIC, READ SELFISH AND UNSELFISH MOTIVE 

 MAGIC IS THE OCCULT KNOWLEDGE OF NATURAL LAW 

 MEDIUMSHIP AND ADEPTSHIP ARE POLES APART 

 NO ONE HAS THE RIGHT TO CONTROL THE MIND OF ANOTHER 

 OCCULTISM AND KABBALAH ARE ONLY MASKS TO HIDE THE SACRED TRUTH 

FROM THE PROFANE 

 ON ASTRAL INTOXICATION 

 ON MALEVOLENT BEWITCHMENTS AND VENOMOUS MAGIC 

 ORMUZD AND AHRIMAN ARE EVER OPPOSING POWERS, YET INSEPARABLE 

AND INTERDEPENDENT 

 PAPAL DISPENSATION FOR MURDER AND MAYHEM 

 PHALLICISM AND PHALLIC WORSHIP 

 PRESENTIMENTS OF WHAT LIES IN THE BOSOM OF FUTURE 

 PSYCHOLOGICAL AND CONJURING TRICKS 

 REFLECTIONS OF AN ARDENT APOSTLE 

 RELIGIOUS CONVERSION MEANS ABSOLUTE PERVERSION 

 SELFISHNESS IS THE CAUSE OF ALL SIN AND SUFFERING 

 SELFISHNESS IS THE HALLMARK OF FAKIRS, HERMITS, AND YOGINS 

 SIN BY CRUEL ACQUIESCENCE IN AN UNWORTHY FASHION 

 SOUL-DESTROYING SOPHISTRY IS FAKE WISDOM 

 SPIRIT AND MATTER ARE DUAL ASPECTS OF ONE CAUSE 

 SPIRITUAL PROGRESS IS NOT AIDED BY WATCHING THE ASTRAL LIGHT 

 TERAPHIM ARE THE ELEMENTAL SPIRITS OF ANCIENT DIVINATION 

 THE ARABIAN NIGHTS ARE ECHOES FROM OF LEMURIA AND ATLANTIS 

 THE ASTRAL LIGHT REFLECTS IMAGES OF EVERY THOUGHT AND ACTION 

 THE ENSOULED VIOLIN 

 THE IDYLL OF THE WHITE LOTUS 

 THE ORIGIN OF GOOD AND EVIL 

 THE ORIGINAL SIN IS A JEWISH INVENTION 

 THE PERNICIOUS SOPHISTRY OF HYPOCRISY 

 THE PITFALLS OF OCCULT ARTS AND METAPHYSICAL HEALING 
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 THE POWER OF THE MAGICIAN IS INVERSELY RELATED TO HIS WORLDLY INTER-

ESTS 

 THE PROCESS OF PRECIPITATING HANDWRITTEN LETTERS EXPLAINED 

 THE SILENT BROTHER 

 THE SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS OF ANTHROPOMORPHISM 

 THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY’S POSITION ON HYPNOTISM 

 THEOLOGICAL ANTHROPOMORPHISM IS THE PARENT OF MATERIALISM 

 THEOLOGICAL MALICE IS THE ROOT CAUSE OF SATANIC MAGIC 

 TRAINED IMAGINATION CAN PRODUCE OCCULT PHENOMENA 

 TRUE MAGIC IS THE GNOSIS OF PYTHAGORAS 

 WARNING TO PHENOMENA SEEKERS 

 WHEN THEOLOGICAL ETHICS SPEAK NO LONGER IN MAN 

 WHY WOMEN SHOULD AVOID THE CHURCH LIKE A PLAGUE 

 YOGA IS A WOLF IN SHEEP’S CLOTHING 
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