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First published in Lucifer, Vol. I (3), November 1887, p. 211. Republished in Blavatsky Collected Writ-

ings, (SIN AGAINST LIFE) VIII pp. 249-250. 

 NEWSPAPER PARAGRAPH lately declared that a certain American lady of 

great wealth, residing in London, had conceived the strange desire to possess 

a cloak made of the soft warm down on the breasts of birds of Paradise. Five 

hundred breasts, it was said, were required for this purpose, and two skilful marks-

men, the story went on to aver, had been sent to New Guinea to shoot the poor little 

victims whose wholesale slaughter must be accomplished [250] to gratify this savage 

whim. We rejoice to observe that the whole statement has been flatly contradicted by 

the World, apparently on the best possible authority; but, however little the lady con-

cerned may deserve the reproach which the authors of the calumny endeavoured to 

evoke against her, the feeling it may have excited is worth analysis in a world where, 

if bird of Paradise cloaks are rare, most women who dress luxuriously adorn them-

selves in one way or another at the expense of the feathered kingdom. The principle 

involved in a bonnet which is decorated with the plumage of a single bird, slaugh-

tered for its sake, is the same as that which would be more grotesquely manifest in a 

garment that would require the slaughter of five hundred. Too many rich people in 

this greedy age forget that the grandest privilege of those who possess the means is 

that they have the power of alleviating suffering. Too many, again, forget that the 

sympathies of those who rule the animate world should extend beyond the limits of 

their own kind; and thus we have the painful spectacle of human “sport” associated 

in civilised countries still, with pursuits which should no longer afford pleasure to 

men who have emerged from the primitive life of hunters and fishers. But how is it 

possible, let us consider, to stoop lowest from the proud estate of humanity in search 

of ignoble gratification? 

 It is bad to kill any sentient creature for the sake of the savage pleasures of the 

chase. 

 It is bad, perhaps worse, to cause their destruction for the sake of coldly profit-

ing by their slaughter, and 

 It is bad to squander money in this hard world of want and wide-spread priva-

tion on costly personal indulgence. 

But the acme of all that is reprehensible in these various departments of ill-doing is 

surely reached when women — who should, by virtue of their sex, be helping to sof-

ten the ferocities of life — contrive to collect the cream of evil from each of these vari-

eties, and to sin against a whole catalogue of human duties by cruel acquiescence in 

an unworthy fashion. 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

On Black versus White Magic. 

 “A Strange Story by Bulwer-Lytton” 

 “Akhund Abdul Ghaffur of Swat” 

 “Ancient Magic in Modern Science” 

 “Animated statues, trophies of the Black Art” 

 “Auras of mediums and adepts” 

 “Between Black and White Magic there is but a cobweb thread” 

 “Black Magic is in full sway amidst mankind” 

 “Black versus White Magic, the two Opposing Powers” 

 “Blavatsky on the author of Phallicism” 

 “Blavatsky on the malignant fever of unsound scepticism” 

 “Buddhism, Christianity, and Phallicism” 

 “Buddhist Feminism in Ceylon” 

 “Capital punishment is a relic of Jewish barbarity” 

 “Christian Lectures on Buddhism” 

 “Christianity has retarded the Woman’s progress” 

 “Confessions of Cyprianus, the Penitent Sorcerer of Antioch” 

 “Does your mind elate with self-adoration” 

 “Egyptian Magic, good and bad” 

 “Evil is an illusion caused by the Circle of Necessity” 

 “Evil is the infernal end of the polarity of spirit-matter” 

 “Exact Science versus Archaic Philosophy” 

 “Frightening crying children into silence” 

 “How can a Black Magician be known?” 

 “Hugo's La Fin de Satan (1911)” 

 “Hylo-Idealism is a fig leaf for Crass Materialism” 

 “Insights to the high idealism and quaint wit of Eliphas Levi” 
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 “Insights to the Occult Arts” 

 “Instead of Black and White Magic, read selfish and unselfish motive” 

 “Magic is the Occult Knowledge of Natural Law” 

 “Mediumship and Adeptship are poles apart” 

 “No one has the right to control the mind of another” 

 “Occultism and Kabbalah are only masks to hide the sacred truth 

from the profane” 

 “On Astral Intoxication” 

 “On malevolent bewitchments and venomous magic” 

 “Ormuzd and Ahriman are ever opposing powers, yet inseparable 

and interdependent” 

 “Papal dispensation for murder and mayhem” 

 “Phallicism and Phallic Worship” 

 “Presentiments of what lies in the bosom of future” 

 “Psychological and conjuring tricks” 

 “Reflections of an ardent apostle” 

 “Religious conversion means absolute perversion” 

 “Selfishness is the cause of all sin and suffering” 

 “Selfishness is the hallmark of fakirs, hermits, and yogins” 

 “Soul-destroying sophistry is fake wisdom” 

 “Spirit and Matter are dual aspects of One Cause” 

 “Spiritual progress is not aided by watching the Astral Light” 

 “Teraphim are the elemental spirits of ancient divination” 

 “The Arabian Nights are echoes from of Lemuria and Atlantis” 

 “The Astral Light reflects images of every thought and action” 

 “The Ensouled Violin” 

 “The Idyll of the White Lotus” 

 “The Origin of Good and Evil” 

 “The Original Sin is a Jewish Invention” 

 “The Pernicious Sophistry of Hypocrisy” 

 “The Pitfalls of Occult Arts and Metaphysical Healing” 

 “The power of the magician is inversely related to his worldly interests” 

 “The process of precipitating handwritten letters explained” 

 “The Silent Brother” 
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 “The spiritual blindness of anthropomorphism” 

 “The Theosophical Society’s position on hypnotism” 

 “Theological anthropomorphism is the parent of materialism” 

 “Theological malice is the root cause of Satanic Magic” 

 “Trained imagination can produce occult phenomena” 

 “True magic is the Gnosis of Pythagoras” 

 “Warning to phenomena seekers” 

 “When theological ethics speak no longer in man” 

 “Why women should avoid the Church like a plague” 

 “Yoga is a wolf in sheep’s clothing” 
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