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First published in The Theosophist, Vol. V, No. 10 (58), July 1884, p. 246.
Republished in Blavatsky Collected Writings, (NIRVANA) VI pp. 248-49.

We are told and have also read a great deal about the number seven. We are told that the chain of
worlds to which the earth belongs consists of seven planets; in short, the number seven is of great im-
port; but I do not understand why we should consider ourselves confined to our own chain of worlds,
which is only one of a number of chains of worlds belonging to our sun, and why we should consider
Nirvana as the final goal.

Now if we consider, the number seven does not only end with the chain of worlds explained to us, but
that there are seven such chains attached to our sun. Are these not our homes also? We find one planet
larger than the other, we find them at greater or less distances than our earth from the sun. We find
Mercury and Venus nearer to the Sun than our earth; and Mars, Jupiter, Saturn and Uranus further.
Are we then to suppose that we shall get Nirvana after the seventh round on our Earth and its chains of
worlds and then remain to end of time retaining our individuality? Admitting that we go on, in progress
of time, through all the planetary systems of our sun, do we stop there and remain satisfied with our
progress?

H.C. Niblett, F.T.S.

ALLAHABAD, May 17t, 1884

RDINARILY, a man is said to reach Nirvana when he evolutes into a Dhyani

Chohan. The condition of a Dhyani Chohan is attained in the ordinary course

of Nature, after the completion of the 7th round in the present planetary
chain. After becoming a Dhyani Chohan, a man does not, according to the Law of Na-
ture, incarnate in any of the other planetary chains of this Solar system. The whole
Solar system is his home. He continues to discharge his duties in the Government of
this Solar system until the time of Solar Pralaya, when his monad, after a period of
rest, will have to overshadow in another Solar system a particular human being dur-
ing his successive incarnations, and attach itself to his higher principles when he
becomes a Dhyani Chohan in his turn. There is progressive spiritual development in
the innumerable Solar systems of the infinite cosmos. Until the time of Cosmic Pra-
laya, the Monad will continue to act in the manner above indicated, and it is only
during the inconceivable period of cosmic sleep which follows the present period of
activity, that the highest condition of Nirvana is realized. We further beg to inform
our correspondent in this connection that our Mahatmas have not yet affirmed that
there are exactly 7 planetary chains in this Solar system.

H.P. BLAVATSKY

@ e T e @

The Hierarchy of Compassion (Drawing).

There now follows a drawing from our Masque of Love Series. — ED. PHIL.
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2 Maha-Buddhi (Akasha-Alaya),
Soul of Unborn Universal Mind.
First Logos (Mahat, eternal
in its Potentiality, periodic
in its Potency)

4 Seven Logoi of Life, or
Sons of Light, shoot out like
Seven Fiery Tongues or Stars.
Third Logos (Mahat, eman. 2)

5 Seven Dhyani-Buddhas,
or Celestial Buddhas
of Meditation, each
in charge of a Round.
Thou art That — Brahman!

6 Seven Sons of the Dhyani-
Buddhas (Chhayas), termed
Dhyani-Bodhisattvas,
or the “Meditative Ones,”
each in charge of a Globe.

7 Seven Super-Terrestrial
Bodhisattvas, each in charge of
Seven Root-Races, which run
the circuit of a Globe.

8 Seven Manushya-Buddhas,
representatives of the Hierarchy
of Compassion on Earth, each
in charge of a Root-Race.

UNKNOWABLE FIRST CAUSE

Globe

1 Adi-Buddhi or Primeval Universal Mind and Wisdom

Globe

Globe

Integrative Theosophical Studies

HIERARCHY OF COMPASSION
After The Secret Doctrine 1, pp. 571-2

For an in-depth analysis, see “The Masque of Love” in the homenymous series.
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3 Light of Logos or aggregate
of all the spiritual and creative
ideations above (Kama-Eros),
and of all the electro-dynamic
and creative forces below (Fohat).
Second Logos (Mahat, eman. 1)

Globe

Globes — Rounds — Races

Impulses of Spiritual Consciousness
evolve wave-like in a 7-fold pattern
along a chain of 7 man-bearing Globes
(i.e., Planets or Spheres) plus 5 arupa-
loka or unmanifested, re-visiting each
one 7 times. A single passage through
every Globe is termed Planetary Round
or Ring, in the course of which 49 Root-
Races of Humanity emerge.

This is how from the Circle of Infinity,
a Circle of Necessity or Relative Finite-
ness marks the dawn of a Manvantara,
or Nature’s recurring march through the
deepest recesses of Objectivity onwards
and upwards to ever-higher realms of
Subjectivity.

Our development is heightened during
the 4th Round, in the course of which 7
Root-Races emerge, each one evolving
through 7 sub-races. “The term Root-
Race applies to one of the seven great
Races [e.g., Lemurian, Atlantean, Aryan,
etc.], sub-Race to one of its great Bran-
ches, and Family-Race to one of the
sub-divisions, which include nations
and large tribes.” (SD 11, 198 fn)
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Suggested reading for students.

pavallel
reading

ALL AVATARAS ARE IDENTICAL, WORLD-SAVIOURS GROWN OUT
FROM A SINGLE SEED

ARNOLD NOT AN INITIATE

ARNOLD'S LIGHT OF ASIA

AURA OF THE YOGI IN TRANCE

BLAVATSKY ON APOLLONIUS OF TYANA

BLAVATSKY ON COUNT ALESSANDRO DI CAGLIOSTRO
BLAVATSKY ON DIVINE REINCARNATIONS IN TIBET
BLAVATSKY ON SCHOPENHAUER

BLAVATSKY ON THE COUNT DE SAINT-GERMAIN
BLAVATSKY ON THE TRANS-HIMALAYAN FRATERNITY
BLAVATSKY ON THE TRIALS AND TRIUMPH OF INITIATION
BLAVATSKY PAYS TRIBUTE TO ELIPHAS LEVI

BUDDHISM IN ACTION IS UNCONDITIONAL COMPASSION,
WISE AND MERCIFUL

BUDDHISM, THE RELIGION OF PRE-VEDIC INDIA

BURNET AND BLAVATSKY ON ANAXAGORAS' IDEAS AND IMPACT
CHANT FOR THE NEOPHYTES AFTER THEIR LAST INITIATION
DATE OF GAUTAMA BUDDHA'’S DISINCARNATION

DRAWING 1 - FORCES AND STATES OF CONSCIOUSNESS

DRAWING 2 - CHRIST OR HIGHER MANAS CRUCIFIED BETWEEN
TWO THIEVES

DRAWING 3 - NEOPHYTE ON TRIAL DYING IN THE CHREST CONDITION
DRAWING 4 - NEOPHYTE ASCENDING TO THE CHRIST CONDITION
DRAWING 5 - THE SECRET HEART SEAL

EMERSON ON PLUTARCH’S MORALS

EMPEDOCLES, PAGAN THAUMATURGIST
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ESOTERIC VERSUS TANTRIC TATTVAS (TABLE)

EVERY INITIATE MUST BE AN ADEPT IN OCCULTISM

G.R.S. MEAD’S ESSAY ON SIMON MAGUS

GAUTAMA AND JESUS PARALLEL LIVES

GAUTAMA BUDDHA BEATIFIED!

GAUTAMA IS THE FIFTH TEACHER IN THE CURRENT PLANETARY ROUND
HINTS ABOUT THE TRIADIC HYPOSTASIS OF BUDDHA

HUMILITY IS NO VIRTUE

IAMBLICHUS ON PYTHAGORAS

IAMBLICHUS ON THEURGY (1915)

JESUS BEN PANDIRA, THE HISTORICAL CHRIST

JUDGE ON THE DWELLERS ON HIGH MOUNTAINS

JULIAN AND SOCRATES WERE PUT TO DEATH FOR THE SAME CRIME
KALI-YUGA AND THE KALKI-AVATARA

LOHANS ARE THE MELLIFLUOUS DISCIPLES OF TATHAGATA

MAGIC OR THEURGY, PURPOSE AND PITFALLS

MORALITY IS MAN’S PRISTINE EFFORT TO HARMONISE WITH UNIVERSAL LAW
OCCULT METAPHYSICS UNRIDDLED FROM MATERIALISTIC MISCONCEPTIONS
OVID ON PYTHAGORAS’ TEACHINGS AND ETHICS

PARACELSUS BY FRANZ HARTMANN

PARACELSUS ON SYMPATHETIC REMEDIES AND CURES

PAUL AN INITIATE AND FOUNDER OF CHRISTIANITY

PETER NOT AN INITIATE AND THE ENEMY OF PAUL

PHERECYDES, AN EARLY WESTERN PHILOSOPHER

PLUTARCH ON PHOCION CHRESTOS

PLUTARCH ON THE TUTELARY DAIMON OF SOCRATES

PORPHYRY ON PYTHAGORAS

PRINCIPLES AND FORCES IN NATURE AND MAN (DIAGRAM)
PRINCIPLES AND FORCES IN NATURE AND MAN (INSTRUCTIONS)
PROCLUS ON SOCRATES' DAEMON (TAYLOR)

SAMSON AND HERCULES ARE PERSONIFICATIONS OF NEOPHYTES
SHANKARA WAS A CONTEMPORARY OF PATANJALI AND HIS CHELA

THE ADEPTS DESTROY THE WICKED AND GUARD THE PATH OF THE VIRTUOUS
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THE HOLY RITES OF ELEUSIS WERE ARCHAIC WISDOM RELIGION
THE INITIATE’S CROWN OF THORNS

THE KEY TO THE MYSTERY OF BUDDHA LIES IN THE CLEAR APPERCEPTION
OF THE CONSTITUTION OF MAN

THE LITTLE ONES ARE ABOVE THE LAW

THE NOBLE GENIUS OF PARACELSUS

THE REAL CHRIST IS BUDDHI-MANAS, THE GLORIFIED DIVINE EGO
THE ROLE OF ADEPTS IN THE GREAT AMERICAN REVOLUTION

THE TRIPLE MYSTERY OF BUDDHA’S EMBODIMENT

THEOPHANIA AND OPTIONS OPEN TO THE ADEPT

THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - THE AURA OF SUGATA

THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - THE LOVE OF GODS

THOMAS TAYLOR, THE ENGLISH PLATONIST

WHY THE SECRECY OF INITIATES?

ZANONI BY BULWER-LYTTON
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