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Paul, an Initiate, was the 

real founder of Christianity. 
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Paul was the real founder of Christianity. 

From Blavatsky Collected Writings, (ST. PAUL, THE REAL FOUNDER OF PRESENT CHRISTIANITY), 

XIV pp. 120-24. Frontispiece: Paul of Tarsus by Peter Paul Rubens. 

E MAY REPEAT with the author of Phallicism: 

We are all for construction — even for Christian, although of course 

philosophical construction. We have nothing to do with reality, in man’s 

limited, mechanical, scientific sense, or with realism. We have under-

taken to show that mysticism is the very life and soul of religion,
1
 . . . that the 

Bible is only misread and misrepresented when rejected as advancing supposed 

fabulous and contradictory things; that Moses did not make mistakes, but 

spoke to the “children of men” in the only way in which children in their nonage 

can be addressed; that the world is, indeed, a very different place from that 

which it is assumed to be; that what is derided as superstition is the only true 

and the only scientific knowledge, and moreover that modern knowledge and 

modern science are to a great extent not only superstition, but superstition of a 

very destructive and deadly kind.
2
 

All this is perfectly true and correct. But it is also true that the New Testament, the 

Acts and the Epistles — however much the historical figure of Jesus may be true — 

all are symbolical and allegorical sayings, and that “it was not Jesus but Paul who 

was the real founder of Christianity”;
3
 but it was not the official Church Christianity, 

at any rate. “The disciples were called Christians first in Antioch,” the Acts of the 

Apostles tell us,
4
 and they were not so called before, nor for a long time after, but 

simply Nazarenes. 

  

                                            
1
 But we can never agree with the author “that rites and ritual and formal worship and prayers are of the abso-

lute necessity of things,” for the external can develop and grow and receive worship only at the expense of, and 
to the detriment of, the internal, the only real and true. 

2
 Hargrave Jennings, Phallicism, Celestial and Terrestrial, etc., pp. 37, 38. London, George Redway, 1884 

3
 See Isis Unveiled, Vol. II, p. 574 

4
 Acts xi, 26 

W 
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This view is found in more than one writer of the present and the past centuries. 

But, hitherto, it has always been laid aside as an unproven hypothesis, a blasphe-

mous assumption; though, as the author of “Paul, the Founder of Christianity”
1
 truly 

says: 

Such men as Irenæus, Epiphanius, and Eusebius have transmitted to posterity 

a reputation for untruth and dishonest practices; and the heart sickens at the 

story of the crimes of that period. 

The more so, since the whole Christian scheme rests upon their sayings. But we find 

now another corroboration, and this time on the perfect reading of biblical glyphs. In 

The Source of Measures we find the following: 

It must be borne in mind that our present Christianity is Pauline, not Jesus. 

Jesus, in his life, was a Jew, conforming to the law; even more, He says: 

“The scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat; whatsoever therefore they 

command you to do, that observe and do.” 

And again: 

“I did not come to destroy, but to fulfil the law.” 

Therefore, He was under the law to the day of his death, and could not, while in 

life, abrogate one jot or tittle of it. He was circumcised and commanded circum-

cision. But Paul said of circumcision that it availed nothing, and he (Paul) ab-

rogated the law. Saul and Paul — that is, Saul, under the law, and Paul, freed 

from the obligations of the law — were in one man, but parallelisms in the flesh, 

of Jesus the man under the law as observing it, who thus died in Chrēstos and 

arose, freed from its obligations, in the spirit world as Christos, or the trium-

phant Christ. It was the Christ who was freed, but Christ was in the spirit. Saul 

in the flesh was the function of, and parallel of, Chrēstos. Paul in the flesh was 

the function of and parallel of Jesus become Christ in the spirit, as an earthly 

reality to answer to and act for the apotheosis; and so, armed with all authority 

in the flesh to abrogate the human law.
2
 

The real reason why Paul is shown as “abrogating the law” can be found only in In-

dia, where to this day the most ancient customs and privileges are preserved in all 

their purity, notwithstanding the abuse levelled at the same. There is only one class 

of persons who can disregard the law of Brāhmanical institutions, caste included, 

with impunity, and that is the perfect “Svāmis,” the Yogis — who have reached, or 

are supposed to have reached, the first step towards the Jīvanmukta state — or the 

full Initiates. And Paul was undeniably an Initiate. 

  

                                            
1
 Article by Dr. A. Wilder, in: The Evolution (a New York Journal), September 1877 

2
 The Source of Measures, p. 262. [James Ralston Skinner, Key to the Hebrew-Egyptian mystery: in The Source 
of Measures originating the British inch and the ancient cubit by which was built the great pyramid of Egypt and 
the temple of Solomon; and through the possession and use of which, man, assuming to realize the creative law 
of the deity, set it forth in a mystery, among the Hebrews called kabbala. Cincinnati: Robert Clarke & Co., 1875; 

324pp. A searchable PDF of this masterpiece on the mathematics of the cosmic mind can be downloaded from 
our Planetary Rounds and Globes Series. — ED. PHIL.] 
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We will quote a passage or two from Isis Unveiled, for we can say now nothing better 

than what was said then: 

Take Paul, read the little of original that is left of him in the writings attributed 

to this brave, honest, sincere man, and see whether anyone can find a word 

therein to show that Paul meant by the word Christ anything more than the 

abstract ideal of the personal divinity indwelling in man. For Paul, Christ is not 

a person, but an embodied idea. “If any man is in Christ, he is a new crea-

tion,”
1
 he is reborn, as after initiation, for the Lord is spirit — the spirit of man. 

Paul was the only one of the apostles who had understood the secret ideas un-

derlying the teachings of Jesus, although he had never met him.
2
 

But Paul himself was not infallible or perfect. 

. . . bent upon inaugurating a new and broad reform, one embracing the whole 

of humanity, he sincerely set his own doctrines far above the wisdom of the ag-

es, above the ancient Mysteries and final revelation to the Epoptai.
3
 

Another proof that Paul belonged to the circle of the “Initiates” lies in the follow-

ing fact. The apostle had his head shorn at Cenchreæ (where Lucius Apuleius 

was initiated) because “he had a vow.” The Nazars — or set apart — as we see 

in the Jewish Scriptures, had to cut their hair which they wore long, and which 

“no razor touched” at any other time, and sacrifice it on the altar of initiation. 

And the Nazars were a class of Chaldæan Theurgists [or Initiates].
4
 

It is shown in Isis Unveiled that Jesus belonged to this class. 

Paul declares that: 

“According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise master-

builder, I have laid the foundation.”
5
 

The expression, master-builder, used only once in the whole Bible, and by Paul, 

may be considered as a whole revelation. In the Mysteries, the third part of the 

sacred rites was called epopteia, or revelation, reception into the secrets. In 

substance it means [the highest stage of clairvoyance — the divine] . . . but the 

real significance of the word is “overseeing,” from όπτομαι — “I see myself.” [In 

Sanskrit the root ap had the same meaning originally, though now it is under-

stood as meaning “to obtain.”]
6
 

The word epopteia is a compound one, from επί — “upon,” and όπτομαι — “to 

look” or be an overseer, an inspector — also used for a master-builder. The title 

                                            
1
 [2 Corinthians v, 17] 

2
 Isis Unveiled, Vol. II, p. 574 

3
 ibid. 

4
 op. cit., Vol. II, p. 90 

5
 1 Corinthians iii, 10 

6
 In its most extensive meaning, the Sanskrit word has the same literal sense as the Greek term; both imply 

“revelation,” by no human agent, but through the “receiving of the sacred drink.” In India the initiated received 

the “Soma,” sacred drink, which helped to liberate his soul from the body; and in the Eleusinian Mysteries it 
was the sacred drink offered at the Epopteia. The Grecian Mysteries are wholly derived from the Brāhmanical 
Vedic rites, and the latter from the Ante-Vaidic religious Mysteries — primitive Buddhist Philosophy. 
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of master-mason, in Freemasonry, is derived from this, in the sense used in the 

Mysteries. Therefore, when Paul entitles himself a “master-builder,” he is using 

a word pre-eminently Kabbalistic, Theurgic, and Masonic, and one which no 

other apostle uses. He thus declares himself an adept, having the right to initi-

ate others. 

If we search in this direction, with those sure guides, the Grecian Mysteries and 

the Kabbalah, before us, it will be easy to find the secret reason why Paul was 

so persecuted and hated by Peter, John, and James. The author of the Revela-

tion was a Jewish Kabbalist pur sang, with all the hatred inherited by him from 

his forefathers toward the [Pagan] Mysteries.
1
 His jealousy during the life of Je-

sus extended even to Peter; and it is but after the death of their common mas-

ter that we see the two apostles — the former of whom wore the Mitre and the 

Petalon of the Jewish Rabbis — preach so zealously the rite of circumcision. In 

the eyes of Peter, Paul, who had humiliated him, and whom he felt so much his 

superior in “Greek learning” and philosophy, must have naturally appeared as 

a magician, a man polluted with the “Gnōsis,” with the “wisdom” of the Greek 

Mysteries — hence, perhaps, “Simon the Magician” [as a comparison, not a 

nickname].
2, 3 

 

 

 

                                            
1
 It is needless to state that the Gospel according to John was not written by John but by a Platonist or a Gnos-

tic belonging to the Neo-Platonic school. 

2
 op. cit., Vol. II, pp. 90-91. The fact that Peter persecuted the “Apostle to the Gentiles,” under that name, does 

not necessarily imply that there was no Simon Magus individually distinct from Paul. It may have become a 
generic name of abuse. Theodoret and Chrysostom, the earliest and most prolific commentators on the Gnosti-

cism of those days, seem actually to make of Simon a rival of Paul, and to state that between them passed fre-
quent messages. The former, as a diligent propagandist of what Paul terms the “antithesis of the Gnosis” 
(1 Timothy vi, 20), must have been a sore thorn in the side of the apostle. There are sufficient proofs of the ac-

tual existence of Simon Magus. 

3
 Blavatsky Collected Writings, (ST. PAUL, THE REAL FOUNDER OF PRESENT CHRISTIANITY), XIV pp. 120-24 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

 ALL AVATĀRAS ARE IDENTICAL, WORLD-SAVIOURS GROWN OUT 

FROM A SINGLE SEED 

 ARNOLD NOT AN INITIATE 

 ARNOLD'S LIGHT OF ASIA 

 AURA OF THE YOGI IN TRANCE 

 BLAVATSKY ON APOLLONIUS OF TYANA 

 BLAVATSKY ON COUNT ALESSANDRO DI CAGLIOSTRO 

 BLAVATSKY ON DIVINE REINCARNATIONS IN TIBET 

 BLAVATSKY ON SCHOPENHAUER 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE COUNT DE SAINT-GERMAIN 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE TRANS-HIMALAYAN FRATERNITY 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE TRIALS AND TRIUMPH OF INITIATION 

 BLAVATSKY PAYS TRIBUTE TO ÉLIPHAS LEVI 

 BUDDHISM IN ACTION IS UNCONDITIONAL COMPASSION, 

WISE AND MERCIFUL 

 BUDDHISM, THE RELIGION OF PRE-VEDIC INDIA 

 BURNET AND BLAVATSKY ON ANAXAGORAS' IDEAS AND IMPACT 

 CHANT FOR THE NEOPHYTES AFTER THEIR LAST INITIATION 

 DATE OF GAUTAMA BUDDHA’S DISINCARNATION 

 DRAWING 1 - FORCES AND STATES OF CONSCIOUSNESS 

 DRAWING 2 - CHRIST OR HIGHER MANAS CRUCIFIED BETWEEN 

TWO THIEVES 

 DRAWING 3 - NEOPHYTE ON TRIAL DYING IN THE CHRĒST CONDITION 

 DRAWING 4 - NEOPHYTE ASCENDING TO THE CHRIST CONDITION 

 DRAWING 5 - THE SECRET HEART SEAL 

 DUTIES OF A DHYĀNI CHOHAN 

 EMERSON ON PLUTARCH’S MORALS 
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 EMPEDOCLES, PAGAN THAUMATURGIST 

 ESOTERIC VERSUS TANTRIC TATTVAS (TABLE) 

 EVERY INITIATE MUST BE AN ADEPT IN OCCULTISM 

 G.R.S. MEAD’S ESSAY ON SIMON MAGUS 

 GAUTAMA AND JESUS PARALLEL LIVES 

 GAUTAMA BUDDHA BEATIFIED! 

 GAUTAMA IS THE FIFTH TEACHER IN THE CURRENT PLANETARY ROUND 

 HINTS ABOUT THE TRIADIC HYPOSTASIS OF BUDDHA 

 HUMILITY IS NO VIRTUE 

 IAMBLICHUS ON PYTHAGORAS 

 IAMBLICHUS ON THEURGY (1915) 

 JESUS BEN PANDIRA, THE HISTORICAL CHRIST 

 JUDGE ON THE DWELLERS ON HIGH MOUNTAINS 

 JULIAN AND SOCRATES WERE PUT TO DEATH FOR THE SAME CRIME 

 KALI-YUGA AND THE KALKI-AVATĀRA 

 LOHANS ARE THE MELLIFLUOUS DISCIPLES OF TATHĀGATA 

 MAGIC OR THEURGY, PURPOSE AND PITFALLS 

 MORALITY IS MAN’S PRISTINE EFFORT TO HARMONISE WITH UNIVERSAL LAW 

 OCCULT METAPHYSICS UNRIDDLED FROM MATERIALISTIC MISCONCEPTIONS 

 OVID ON PYTHAGORAS’ TEACHINGS AND ETHICS 

 PARACELSUS BY FRANZ HARTMANN 

 PARACELSUS ON SYMPATHETIC REMEDIES AND CURES 

 PETER NOT AN INITIATE AND THE ENEMY OF PAUL 

 PHERECYDES, AN EARLY WESTERN PHILOSOPHER 

 PLUTARCH ON PHOCION CHRĒSTOS 

 PLUTARCH ON THE TUTELARY DAIMŌN OF SOCRATES 

 PORPHYRY ON PYTHAGORAS 

 PRINCIPLES AND FORCES IN NATURE AND MAN (DIAGRAM) 

 PRINCIPLES AND FORCES IN NATURE AND MAN (INSTRUCTIONS) 

 PROCLUS ON SOCRATES' DAEMON (TAYLOR) 

 SAMSON AND HERCULES ARE PERSONIFICATIONS OF NEOPHYTES 

 SHANKARA WAS A CONTEMPORARY OF PATAÑJALI AND HIS CHELA 

 THE ADEPTS DESTROY THE WICKED AND GUARD THE PATH OF THE VIRTUOUS 
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 THE HOLY RITES OF ELEUSIS WERE ARCHAIC WISDOM RELIGION 

 THE INITIATE’S CROWN OF THORNS 

 THE KEY TO THE MYSTERY OF BUDDHA LIES IN THE CLEAR APPERCEPTION 

OF THE CONSTITUTION OF MAN 

 THE LITTLE ONES ARE ABOVE THE LAW 

 THE NOBLE GENIUS OF PARACELSUS 

 THE REAL CHRIST IS BUDDHI-MANAS, THE GLORIFIED DIVINE EGO 

 THE ROLE OF ADEPTS IN THE GREAT AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

 THE TRIPLE MYSTERY OF BUDDHA’S EMBODIMENT 

 THEOPHANIA AND OPTIONS OPEN TO THE ADEPT 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS – THE AURA OF SUGATA 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS – THE LOVE OF GODS 

 THOMAS TAYLOR, THE ENGLISH PLATONIST 

 WHY THE SECRECY OF INITIATES? 

 ZANONI BY BULWER-LYTTON 
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