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Osiris strands for the higher spiritual triad. Typhon, 
for the ever conflicting and turbulent principles of 
the lower quaternary.1 

YPHON IS AN ASPECT OR SHADOW OF OSIRIS. Typhon is not, as Plutarch as-

serts, the distinct “Evil Principle” or the Satan of the Jews; but rather the 

lower cosmic “principles” of the divine body of Osiris, the god in them — Osi-

ris being the personified universe as an ideation, and Typhon as that same universe 

in its material realization. The two in one are Vishnu-Śiva. 

The true meaning of the Egyptian myth is that Typhon is the terrestrial and material 

envelope of Osiris, who is the indwelling spirit thereof. In chapter 42 of the Ritual,”
2
 

Typhon is described as “Set, formerly called Thoth.” Orientalists find themselves 

greatly perplexed by discovering Set-Typhon addressed in some papyri as “a great 

and good god,” and in others as the embodiment of evil. 

But is [it] not Śiva, one of the Hindu Trimūrti, described in some places as “the 

best and most bountiful of gods,” and at other times, “a dark, black, destroying, 

terrible” and “fierce god”? 

Did not Loki, the Scandinavian Typhon, after having been described in earlier 

times as a beneficent being, as the god of fire, the presiding genius of the 

peaceful domestic hearth, suddenly lose caste and become forthwith a power of 

evil, a cold-hell Satan and a demon of the worst kind? 

There is a good reason for such an invariable transformation. So long as these dual 

gods, symbols of good and necessary evil, of light and darkness, keep closely allied, 

i.e., stand for a combination of differentiated human qualities, or of the element they 

represent — they are simply an embodiment of the average personal god. No sooner, 

however, are they separated into two entities, each with its two characteristics, than 

they become respectively the two opposite poles of good and evil, of light and dark-

ness; they become in short, two independent and distinct entities or rather personali-

ties. It is only by dint of sophistry that the Churches leave succeeded to this day in 

preserving in the minds of the few the Jewish deity in his primeval integrity. Had 

they been logical they would have separated Christ from Jehovah, light and goodness 

                                            
1
 Frontispiece: The Ideal Microcosmos, Drawing from Hieronymus von Mansfeld (Comp. & Ed.). The True Col-

ours of Man, Gwernymynydd: Philaletheians UK, 2015; v. 17.15.2022, our fifth Major Work: “Colours and 

Sounds of the Septenary Hierarchy of Compassion in Cosmos and Man,” p. 60. — ED. PHIL. 

2
 “Book of the Dead” 
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from darkness and badness. And this was what happened to Osiris-Typhon; but no 

Orientalist has understood it, and thus their perplexity goes on increasing. Once ac-

cepted — as in the case of the Occultists — as an integral part of Osiris, just as Ah-

riman is an inseparable part of Ahura Mazda, and the Serpent of Genesis the dark 

aspect of the Elohim blended into our “Lord God” — every difficulty in the nature of 

Typhon disappears. Typhon is a later name of Set, later but ancient — as early in 

fact as the fourth Dynasty; for in the Ritual one reads: 

O Typhon-Set! I invoke thee, terrible, invisible, all-powerful god of gods, thou 

who destroyest and renderest desert. 

Typhon belongs most decidedly to the same symbolical category as Śiva the Destroy-

er, and Saturn-the “dark god.” In the Book of the Dead, Set, in his battle with Thoth 

(wisdom) — who is his spiritual counterpart — is emasculated as Saturn-Kronos was 

and Ouranos before him. As Śiva is closely connected with the bull Nandi — an as-

pect of Brahmā-Vishnu, the creative and preserving powers — so is Set-Typhon allied 

with the bull Apis, both bulls being sacred to, and allied with, their respective deities. 

As Typhon was originally worshipped as an upright stone, the phallus, so is Śiva to 

this day represented and worshipped as a lingham. Śiva is Saturn. Indeed, Typhon-

Set seems to have served as a prototype for more than one god of the later ritualistic 

cycle, including even the god of the Jews, some of his ritualistic observances having 

passed bodily into the code of laws and the canon of religious rites of the “chosen 

people.” 

Who of the Bible-worshippers knows the origin of the scape-goat (ez or aza)  

sent into the wilderness as an atonement? 

Do they know that ages before the exodus of Moses the goat was sacred to Ty-

phon, and that it is over the head of that Typhonic goat that the Egyptians con-

fessed their sins, after which the animal was turned into the desert? 

And Aaron shall take the scapegoat [Azāzēl] . . . and lay his hands upon 

the head of the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the chil-

dren of Israel . . . and shall send him away . . . into the wilderness.
1
 

And as the goat of the Egyptians made an atonement with Typhon, so the goat of the 

Israelites “made an atonement before the Lord.”
2
 Thus, if one only remembers that 

every anthropomorphic creative god was with the philosophical ancients the “Life-

giver” and the “Death-dealer” — Osiris and Typhon, Ahura Mazda and Ahriman, etc., 

etc. — it will be easy for him to comprehend the assertion made by the Occultists, 

that Typhon was but a symbol for the lower quaternary, the ever conflicting and tur-

bulent principles of differentiated chaotic matter, whether in the Universe or in Man, 

while Osiris symbolized the higher spiritual triad. Typhon is accused in the Ritual of 

being one who “steals reason from the soul.” Hence, he is shown fighting with Osiris 

and cutting him into fourteen (twice seven) pieces, after which left without his coun-

terbalancing power of good and light, he remains steeped in evil and darkness. In 

this way the fable told by Plutarch becomes comprehensible as an allegory. He as-

                                            
1
 Leviticus xvi, 21 

2
 ibid., xvi, 10 
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serts that, overcome in his fight with Horus, Typhon “fled seven days on an ass, and 

escaping begat the boys Hierosolymos and Ioudaios.” Now as Typhon was wor-

shipped at a later period under the form of an ass, and as the name of the ass is AO, 

or (phonetically) IAŌ,
1
 the vowels mimicking the braying of the animal, it becomes 

evident that Typhon was purposely blended with the name of the Jewish God, as the 

two names of Judea and Jerusalem, begotten by Typhon — sufficiently imply.
2
 

 

 

 

                                            
1
 [“ . . . which is Jehovah as well as Saturn.” Blavatsky Collected Writings, (NEBO OR BIRS-NIMRUND) XIII p. 281 

fn. Full text in our Blavatsky Speaks Series. Also cf. ibid., (THE MYSTERY OF “SUN OF INITIATION”) XIV p. 272] 

2
 Excerpted from the Theosophical Glossary: Typhon 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

On the soul of the spiritual man lit by its own light. 

Insights to our divine ancestry and human nature may be gleaned  

from the following titles in the same series: 

 A CONGENITAL PREPONDERANCE OF FIRE ELEMENTALS 

 ANCIENT BELIEFS IN THE IMMORTALITY OF SOUL 

 ANCIENT OPINIONS UPON PSYCHIC BODIES 

 APOLLONIUS COMFORTS A BEREAVED FATHER 

 ASTRAL BODIES OR DOPPELGÄNGERS 

 ATMAN IS A RAY FROM A SPARK OF UNCREATED RAY 

 BLAVATSKY ON AETHROBACY AND FAKIRS 

 BLAVATSKY ON OCCULT DEVELOPMENT 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE DUAL ASPECT OF WISDOM 

 BLAVATSKY ON THREE ESSAYS BY É. LÉVI 

 BLOOD IS THE FIRST INCARNATION OF UNIVERSAL FLUID 

 CHINESE BELIEFS ABOUT THE HUMAN SOUL 

 CICERO’S DREAM OF SCIPIO AND MACROBIUS’ COMMENT 

 CLASSIFICATION OF THE PRINCIPLES IN MAN 

 COMMON-MISCONCEPTIONS-OF-THEOSOPHICAL-DOCTRINES 

 CONCERNING THE DOCTRINES OF THE THEOSOPHISTS 

 CONSTITUTION OF MAN - DRAWING 

 CONSTITUTION OF MAN - ESOTERIC 

 CONSTITUTION OF MAN - OVERVIEW 

 COSMOS AND DEITY IN MAN - DRAWING 

 DAS' SCIENCE OF THE EMOTIONS (1908) 

 DEATH AND IMMORTALITY 

 DEATH AND POST-MORTEM STATES 

 DEATH HAS NO TERRORS 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


CONSTITUTION OF MAN SERIES 

SUGGESTED READING FOR STUDENTS 

Osiris and Typhon, higher triad and lower tetrad v. 15.11, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 3 May 2023 

Page 6 of 8 

 DEVACHAN, DREAM REALM WHERE PURE SOULS ARE REWARDED 

 DREAMLESS SLEEP 

 ELIPHAS LEVI ON DEATH AND SATAN 

 EMOTIONS' TRIUNE NATURE 

 EVOLUTIONARY TRANSMIGRATION OF MATERIAL PARTICLES IN NATURE 

 FACING SEVEN VIRGINS IN THE HALL OF JUDGMENT 

 FROM THE STRONGHOLD OF YOUR SOUL, CHASE ALL YOUR FOES AWAY 

 HAIR IS THE RETAINER OF PRANA 

 IN DEEP SLEEP WE DREAM NO MORE AND CONFABULATE WITH THE STARS 

 IS SUICIDE A CRIME 

 JUDGE ON THE INNER CONSTITUTION OF MAN 

 JUDGE ON THE OCCULT NATURE OF MAN 

 LÉVI ON DEATH BEING THE BIRTH-PANG OF LIFE 

 LIFE IS AN INDESTRUCTIBLE UNIVERSAL FORCE 

 LOW BUFFOONERY AND MOCKING LAUGHS 

 LYMPH IS A MASQUE FOR NYMPH 

 NEED OF A SPIRITUAL VOCABULARY 

 NO NEED FOR EXPENSIVE FUNERALS 

 NOUS AUGOEIDES OF THE NEOPLATONISTS 

 NOUS MOVES MAN 

 OEDIPUS AND SPHINX UNRIDDLED 

 PLATO ON THE APPLE OF THE EYE 

 PLATO’S TWO HORSES 

 PLUTARCH COMFORTS APOLLONIUS 

 PLUTARCH COMPARING PASSIONS AND DISEASES – TR. WHITE 

 PLUTARCH ON BOASTED WISDOM, FORTITUDE, MAGNANIMITY, AND TEMPERANCE 

 PLUTARCH ON EXERCISES PROPER FOR A SCHOLAR 

 PLUTARCH ON PLATO’S PROCREATION OF THE SOUL 

 POST-MORTEM WANDERINGS OF THE WICKED SOUL 

 PREMATURE AND PHENOMENAL GROWTHS 

 PSYCHOLOGY LACKS ENTIRELY KNOWLEDGE OF THE SOUL 

 PSYCHOMETRY IS THE NATURAL BUT LATENT FACULTY IN US 

 REAL DREAMS ARE ACTIONS OF THE TRUE SELF 
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 RELEASING THE ASTRAL SOUL FROM ONE’S ASHES 

 SEPTENARY IS THE CONSTITUTION OF MAN 

 SIXTH SENSE IS REASON OVER INSTINCT 

 SPECULATIONS ABOUT REINCARNATION AND MATERIALIZED SPIRITS 

 SPIRIT AND PERISPIRIT 

 SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHS ARE OBJECTIVE COPIES FROM SUBJECTIVE IMAGES 

 SUBBA ROW ON KAMA-LOKA 

 SUBBA ROW ON THE SEVENFOLD PRINCIPLE IN MAN 

 SUBBA ROW ON THOUGHT TRANSFERENCE 

 SYNESIUS CONCERNING DREAMS 

 THE AQUILINE NOSE IS ROYAL AND NOBLE 

 THE DEVOTIONAL LOVE AND NOBLE ASPIRATIONS OF LOWER MANAS 

 THE ESOTERIC PHYSIOLOGY OF MAN 

 THE HEART IS THE ORGAN OF SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS 

 THE IMAGE-MAKING POWER 

 THE KARMIC EFFECTS OF INVASION, CIVILIZATION, AND VULGAR SPECULATION 

 THE LIFE PRINCIPLE 

 THE MOON REGULATES THE PRANA OF NATURE AND MAN 

 THE OCCULT INFLUENCE OF MAN'S ACTIVE WILL 

 THE PERISPIRIT OF ALLAN KARDEC 

 THE PROPHECY OF GENERAL YERMOLOV 

 THE SUTRATMAN OF THE UPANISHADS 

 THE TWO VOICES OF LORD TENNYSON 

 THE VOICE OF THE WILL IS THE ATOMIC POINT 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - MAN, THE JEWEL OF THE UNIVERSE 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - SEPTENARY ANTHROPOS 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - THE CYCLE OF LIFE 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - THE PATH OF ACTION 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - THE PATH OF RENUNCIATION 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - THE SUTRATMAN OF THE UPANISHADS 

 THREE CUBITS OF THE EAR, FOUR OF THE STALK 

 TIBETAN TEACHINGS ON AFTER-DEATH STATES 

 TROUBLES FROM UNDISSOLVED EX-DOUBLES 
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 TWO SPIRITS UNITED IN THE ELYSIAN FIELDS 

 WHEN INNER AND OUTER MAN ARE OFF-KILTER 

 WHEN THE GREEN IS OVERCOME WITH AZURE 

 WHEN THE SERPENT SLOUGHS OFF HIS SKIN 

 WHY SECLUDING WOMEN DURING THEIR MENSTRUAL PERIOD 

 WOE FOR THE LIVING DEAD 
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