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Children should be taught self-reliance, love for all
men, mutual charity, and more than anything else,
to think and reason for themselves.

F WE HAD MONEY, we would found schools which would turn out something
else than reading and writing candidates for starvation. Children should
above all be taught self-reliance, love for all men, altruism, mutual charity,

and more than anything else, to think and reason for themselves.

We would reduce the purely mechanical work of the memory to an absolute mini-
mum, and devote the time to the development and training of the inner senses, facul-
ties and latent capacities.

We would endeavour to deal with each child as a unit, and to educate it so as to pro-
duce the most harmonious and equal unfoldment of its powers, in order that its spe-
cial aptitudes should find their full natural development.

We should aim at creating free men and women, free intellectually, free morally, un-
prejudiced in all respects, and above all things, unselfish. And we believe that much
if not all of this could be obtained by proper and truly theosophical education.’
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1
Key to Theosophy, § XIII (MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY) pp. 270-71
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The cultivation of mere intellect, as the
means of material advancement, is the
cause of ill-shapen monstrosities.

The first eighteen years of life, after the first dawn of intelligence,
are more than enough for the whole curriculum to be delivered.

First published in The Theosophist, Vol. V, No 3 (51), December 1883, p. 101. Republished in Blavatsky
Collected Writings, Vol. VI pp. 45-48. Review of MORAL EDUCATION: ITS LAWS AND METHODS, a monograph
by Professor J.R. Buchanan, M.D.,2 pp. 47-48. Full text under the title “The noble aim of education is to
awaken the divinity within,” in our Living the Life Series.
Professor Buchanan, a student of the true science of man, has put forward a system
of education which is as scientific as beneficial. Education naturally admits of divi-
sion into five classes, in accordance with the different classes of faculties to be dealt
with.

1 Physiological Development, aiming [at] the formation of the manly, healthy con-
stitution capable of lasting a hundred years and competent to enjoy life and
make it a source of benefit to humanity.

2 Industrial Education, which alone can lead to the disappearance of those un-
productive classes, now preying upon the life-blood of society like vampires.

3 Medical Education, supplying the people with means to stamp out diseases at
their first approach and eradicate our splendid heritage of diseases.

4 Moral or Religious Education, whereby the life secured by the other three kinds
of education, is made worth living.

5 And lastly comes Intellectual Education, which now holds its revels on the ruin
and degradation of man.

The scheme is complete but it is likely to provoke a sneering smile on the self-
satisfied dogmatic lip, as being quite utopian. Life is not long enough, it may be
urged, for such elaborate training. But the utter silliness of such objection has been
conclusively shown by the learned Professor. The first eighteen years of life after the
first dawn of intelligence is quite enough for the whole curriculum being gone
through. We heartily commend this able and original work to our readers. Let it not
be taken as unforgivable sin that the book has come into the world a little too soon.

2 [Joseph Rodes Buchanan, M.D., Moral Education: Its laws and methods. Governments, Churches and Colleges
for many thousand and years have striven in vain to conquer crime, disease and misery — a new method must
therefore be adopted — if that method can be found in this volume, does it not indicate a better future for hu-
manity? New York: Printed for the author by S.W. Green, c. 1882; 2nd ed.

Medical doctors may consult with profit Joseph Rodes Buchanan’s magnum opus, Therapeutic Sarcognomy. The
application of Sarcognomy, the science of the soul, brain and body, to the therapeutic philosophy and treatment of
bodily and mental diseases by means of electricity, nervaura, medicine and heemospasia, with a review of au-
thors on animal magnetism and massage and presentation of new instruments for electro-therapeutics. Boston:
J.G. Cupples Co., 1891 — ED. PHIL.|
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DOWN TO EARTH SERIES
CHILDREN SHOULD BE TAUGHT TO THINK FOR THEMSELVES

It will be at all events one of the necessary missing-links in the evolution of human
thought and institutions.

@ " rree T v @

Blavatsky on how to educate children v. 14.11, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 10 May 2023

Page 4 of 8


http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/

Suggested reading for students.

pavallel
reading

Selections from our Down to Earth Series.

A BALANCED VIEW OF THE MOTIVES BEHIND DIETARY PREFERENCES
A DABBLER IN OCCULTISM EXPOSED

A DIRE PROPHECY ABOUT EGYPT

A RICH LIFE, WITHOUT THE TRAPPINGS OF MAMMON

ALLOPATHS PERSECUTING HOMEOPATHS

AMAZING STORIES, DISCOUNTED BY THE SCIENTIST AND THE RELIGIOUS BIGOT
ARYAN MUSIC

BLAVATSKY ON THE MATERIALISM OF TODAY

BORN ATHEIST, BURIED CHRISTIAN

BROTHERHOOD RANKS ABOVE MEDITATION

CAN EATING ANIMAL FLESH EVER BE ETHICAL

CHESTERFIELD’S CHOICE THOUGHTS TO HIS SON

CHILDREN TRAINING THEMSELVES FOR MURDER

CICERO'S TUSCULAN DISPUTATIONS - TR. YONGE

CIVILIZATION, THE DEATH OF ART AND BEAUTY

COCK, A VERY OCCULT BIRD

COMPETITION RAGES MOST FIERCELY IN CHRISTIAN LANDS

CRUELTY IN THE BIRCH GROVE

DAZZLED GLIMPSES INTO THE ASTRAL LIGHT

EARTHQUAKES ARE THE OUTCOME OF SINS COMMITTED BY MEN
ENGLISH NEWSPAPER SLANDERS RUSSIAN LADY

EVERYONE AND EVERYTHING IS INTERRELATED

FLESH-EATING AMONG BUDDHIST MONKS

FOUL CONSPIRACIES AND BLATANT LIES LEVELLED AGAINST MADAME BLAVATSKY
GORDON ON FAME, THAT COY GODDESS

GRS MEAD SHOWS HIS TRUE COLOURS
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HIEROCLES EXALTS WEDLOCK

HOW A DEVIL’S IMP REDEEMED HIS LOAF

HOW TO CONDUCT OURSELVES TOWARDS OUR PARENTS
IDOLATRY AND ZOOLATRY

INSIGHTS TO EMOTION IN ART

JUDICIAL PROCESSES AND PUNISHMENT IN CLASSICAL INDIA

LEVI ON THE TWO OPPOSING FORCES - TR. WAITE

LEVI WARNS THE IMPUDENT - TR. WAITE

MEDITATION PROPER IS SPIRITUAL SEERSHIP

MIRACLES ARE NATURAL PHENOMENA

MODERN INDIA IS SPIRITUALLY DEGRADED

MUSINGS OF AN UNPOPULAR PHILOSOPHER

NARCISSISM AND ANIMAL SENSUALISM PERSONIFIED

OCCULT PROPHECIES

OCCULT TALES BY JUDGE

ONIONS WERE CONSIDERED TOO SACRED TO BE EATEN

OXFORD DON PROFANES VEDIC HYMN

PLUTARCH ON THE TRANQUILLITY OF THE MIND - TR. MORGAN
PLUTARCH ON WHETHER WATER OR LAND ANIMALS ARE THE MOST CRAFTY
PLUTARCH ON WHY EATING ANIMALS IS REPULSIVE - TR. BAXTER
POVERTY BREEDS GENEROSITY, WEALTH GREED AND SELFISHNESS
PROMETHEUS, THE LIGHT-BRINGER, HURLED DOWN TO THE BOWELS OF THE EARTH
PYTHAGORAS' BAN OF BEANS

REFRAIN FROM THE MANIA OF CELEBRATING PERSONALITIES
RHOADES ON TRAINING THE IMAGINATION

RUSKIN'S SESAME AND LILIES

RUSSIAN VANDALISM OF PERSIAN ZOROASTRIANISM

SAPPHIRE BLUE, THE MOST ELECTRIC OF ALL COLOURS

SIXTEEN CAUTIONS IN PARAGRAPHS BY JUDGE

SOCIAL ETHICS OF NINETEENTH CENTURY RUSSIA

SPECULATIVE LUCUBRATIONS OF AN ARISTOTELEAN PHILOSOPHER
SPIRITUAL RULES AND PROTREPTICS

TAYLOR'S VINDICATION OF THE RIGHTS OF BRUTES

TEN INJUNCTIONS FOR THEOSOPHISTS BY JUDGE
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TERENCE ON LENIENCE

THE BIRTHMARK BY NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

THE FEAR OF NUMBER THIRTEEN

THE HOLLOW EARTH

THE JAPANESE SHOULD NOT BOW DOWN TO CHRISTIAN ETHICS

THE LEARNED TREE OF TIBET

THE OCCULT CAUSES OF EPIDEMIC DISEASES

THE PERNICIOUS INFLUENCE OF THE MOON

THE RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL IS NEITHER RELIGIOUS NOR PHILOSOPHICAL
THE RUSSIAN MOTE AND THE BRITISH BEAM

THE SEWER OF DOGMATIC CREEDS AND BLIND FAITH

THE SPARKLE OF “LIGHT ON THE PATH” HAS BEEN DIMMED BY A DARK STAIN
THE SPIRIT OF LIFE ISSUES FROM THE EARTH’S NORTH POLE

THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL NEVER EXISTED

THE UNGRATEFUL MAN

THE VELVETEEN RABBIT

TRUTH IS EXILED FROM THE PRESS BECAUSE IT IS NOT AS BEGUILING AS FALSE-
HOOD

VIRGIL'S GEORGICS - TR. RHOADES

WESTERN RELIGION ALONE IS TO BLAME FOR THE CRUELTY TO ANIMALS
WHAT IS MUSIC BY RICE

WHEN THE DOORS OF THE WORLD CLOSED ON THEM

WHY DO ANIMALS SUFFER

WHY THE HOLLOW MEN PRIZE THEIR VICE

Page 7 of 8


http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/

\
Further
ReadiV\Q

e LOVE IS THE HEALING POWER OF THE SUCCESSFUL PHYSICIAN

— in our Higher Ethics and Devotion Series.

e PSYCHOMETRY IS THE NATURAL BUT LATENT FACULTY IN US

— in our Constitution of Man Series.

e THE ENNOBLING POWER OF THORACIC EXPANSION

— in our Living the Life Series.
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