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The French Magus Warns the Impudent.

HE OPERATIONS OF SCIENCE ARE NOT DEVOID OF DANGER, as we have

stated several times. They may end in madness for those who are not estab-

lished firmly on the basis of supreme, absolute, and infallible reason. Terrible
and incurable diseases can be occasioned by excessive nervous excitement. Swoons
and death itself, as a consequence of cerebral congestion, may result from imagina-
tion when it is unduly impressed and terrified. We cannot sufficiently dissuade nerv-
ous persons, and those who are naturally disposed to exaltation, women, young peo-
ple, and all who are not habituated in perfect self-control and the command of their
fear. In the same way, there can be nothing more dangerous than to make magic a
pastime, or, as some do, a part of an evening’s entertainment. Even magnetic exper-
iments, performed under such conditions, can only exhaust the subjects, mislead
opinions, and defeat science. The mysteries of life and death cannot be made sport of
with impunity, and things which are to be taken seriously must be treated not only
seriously but also with the greatest reserve. Never yield to the desire of convincing
others by phenomena. The most astounding phenomena would not be proofs for
those who are not already convinced. They can always be attributed to ordinary arti-
fices and the magus included among the more or less skilful followers of Robert
Houdin or Hamilton. To require prodigies as a warrant for believing in science is to
shew one’s self unworthy or incapable of science. Sancta Sanctis.* Contemplate the
twelfth figure of the Tarot-keys, remember the grand symbol of Prometheus, and be
silent. All those magi who divulged their works died violently, and many were driven
to suicide, like Cardan, Schroppfer, Cagliostro,2 and others. The magus should live
in retirement, and be approached with difficulty. This is the significance of the ninth
key of the Tarot, where the initiate appears as a hermit completely shrouded in his
cloak. Such retirement must not, however, be one of isolation; attachments and
friendships are necessary, but he must choose them with care and preserve them at
all price. He must also have another profession than that of magician; magic is not a
trade. . . .

The milder and calmer you are, the more effective will be your anger; the more ener-
getic you are, the more precious will be your forbearance; the more skilful you are,
the better will you profit by your intelligence and even by your virtues; the more in-
different you are, the more easily will you make yourself loved. This is a matter of ex-

1
[Holy gifts for holy people]

2

[Cagliostro’s ignominious death sentence was changed to lifelong imprisonment “owing to a mysterious inter-
ference or influence brought to bear on the Pope!” See “Blavatsky on Count Alessandro di Cagliostro” in our
Buddhas and Initiates Series. — ED. PHIL.]
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perience in the moral order, and is literally realised in the sphere of action. Human
passions produce blindly the opposites of their unbridled desire, when act without
direction. Excessive love produces antipathy; blind hate counteracts and scourges
itself; vanity leads to abasement and the most cruel humiliations. Thus, the Great
Master revealed a mystery of positive magical science when He said, “Forgive your
enemies, do good to those that hate you, so shall ye heap coals of fire upon their
heads.” Perhaps this kind of pardon seems hypocrisy and bears a strong likeness to
refined vengeance. But we must remember that the magus is sovereign, and a sover-
eign never avenges because he has the right to punish; in the exercise of this right he
performs his duty, and is implacable as justice. Let it be observed, for the rest, so
that no one may misinterpret my meaning, that it is a question of chastising evil by
good and opposing mildness to violence. If the exercise of virtue be a flagellation for
vice, no one has the right to demand that it should be spared, or that we should take
pity on its shame and its sufferings.

The man who dedicates himself to the works of science must take moderate daily ex-
ercise, abstain from prolonged vigils, and follow a wholesome and regular rule of life.
He must avoid the effluvia of putrefaction, the neighbourhood of stagnant water, and
indigestible or impure food. Above all, he must daily seek relaxation from magical
preoccupations amongst material cares, or in labour, whether artistic, industrial, or
commercial. The way to see well is not to be always looking; and he who spends his
whole life upon one object will end without attaining it. Another precaution must be
equally observed, and that is never to experiment when ill.

The ceremonies being, as we have said, artificial methods for creating a habit of will
become unnecessary when the habit is confirmed. It is in this sense, and addressing
himself solely to perfect adepts, that Paracelsus proscribes their use in his Occult
Philosophy. They must be progressively simplified before they are dispensed with al-
together, and in a proportion to the experience we obtain in acquired powers, and
established habit in the exercise of extra-natural will.*

SRl ._— B [_ 81 @

1 . q
Transcendental Magic, (WARNING TO THE IMPUDENT) pp. 248-50. Translated by Arthur Edward Waite.

Page 3 of 7


http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/

Suggested reading for students.
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Selections from our Down to Earth Series.

A BALANCED VIEW OF THE MOTIVES BEHIND DIETARY PREFERENCES
A DABBLER IN OCCULTISM EXPOSED

A DIRE PROPHECY ABOUT EGYPT

A RICH LIFE, WITHOUT THE TRAPPINGS OF MAMMON

ALLOPATHS PERSECUTING HOMEOPATHS

AMAZING STORIES, DISCOUNTED BY THE SCIENTIST AND THE RELIGIOUS BIGOT
ARYAN MUSIC

BLAVATSKY ON HOW TO EDUCATE CHILDREN

BLAVATSKY ON THE MATERIALISM OF TODAY

BORN ATHEIST, BURIED CHRISTIAN

BROTHERHOOD RANKS ABOVE MEDITATION

CAN EATING ANIMAL FLESH EVER BE ETHICAL

CHESTERFIELD’S CHOICE THOUGHTS TO HIS SON

CHILDREN TRAINING THEMSELVES FOR MURDER

CICERO'S TUSCULAN DISPUTATIONS - TR. YONGE

CIVILIZATION, THE DEATH OF ART AND BEAUTY

COCK, A VERY OCCULT BIRD

COMPETITION RAGES MOST FIERCELY IN CHRISTIAN LANDS

CRUELTY IN THE BIRCH GROVE

DAZZLED GLIMPSES INTO THE ASTRAL LIGHT

EARTHQUAKES ARE THE OUTCOME OF SINS COMMITTED BY MEN
ENGLISH NEWSPAPER SLANDERS RUSSIAN LADY

EVERYONE AND EVERYTHING IS INTERRELATED

FLESH-EATING AMONG BUDDHIST MONKS

FOUL CONSPIRACIES AND BLATANT LIES LEVELLED AGAINST MADAME BLAVATSKY

GORDON ON FAME, THAT COY GODDESS
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GRS MEAD SHOWS HIS TRUE COLOURS

HIEROCLES EXALTS WEDLOCK

HOW A DEVIL’S IMP REDEEMED HIS LOAF

HOW TO CONDUCT OURSELVES TOWARDS OUR PARENTS
IDOLATRY AND ZOOLATRY

INSIGHTS TO EMOTION IN ART

JUDICIAL PROCESSES AND PUNISHMENT IN CLASSICAL INDIA

LEVI ON THE TWO OPPOSING FORCES - TR. WAITE

MEDITATION PROPER IS SPIRITUAL SEERSHIP

MIRACLES ARE NATURAL PHENOMENA

MODERN INDIA IS SPIRITUALLY DEGRADED

MUSINGS OF AN UNPOPULAR PHILOSOPHER

NARCISSISM AND ANIMAL SENSUALISM PERSONIFIED

OCCULT PROPHECIES

OCCULT TALES BY JUDGE

ONIONS WERE CONSIDERED TOO SACRED TO BE EATEN

OXFORD DON PROFANES VEDIC HYMN

PLUTARCH ON THE TRANQUILLITY OF THE MIND - TR. MORGAN
PLUTARCH ON WHETHER WATER OR LAND ANIMALS ARE THE MOST CRAFTY
PLUTARCH ON WHY EATING ANIMALS IS REPULSIVE - TR. BAXTER
POVERTY BREEDS GENEROSITY, WEALTH GREED AND SELFISHNESS
PROMETHEUS, THE LIGHT-BRINGER, HURLED DOWN TO THE BOWELS OF THE EARTH
PYTHAGORAS' BAN OF BEANS

REFRAIN FROM THE MANIA OF CELEBRATING PERSONALITIES
RHOADES ON TRAINING THE IMAGINATION

RUSKIN'S SESAME AND LILIES

RUSSIAN VANDALISM OF PERSIAN ZOROASTRIANISM

SAPPHIRE BLUE, THE MOST ELECTRIC OF ALL COLOURS

SIXTEEN CAUTIONS IN PARAGRAPHS BY JUDGE

SOCIAL ETHICS OF NINETEENTH CENTURY RUSSIA

SPECULATIVE LUCUBRATIONS OF AN ARISTOTELEAN PHILOSOPHER
SPIRITUAL RULES AND PROTREPTICS

TAYLOR'S VINDICATION OF THE RIGHTS OF BRUTES

Page 5 of 7


http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/

TEN INJUNCTIONS FOR THEOSOPHISTS BY JUDGE

TERENCE ON LENIENCE

THE BIRTHMARK BY NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

THE FEAR OF NUMBER THIRTEEN

THE HOLLOW EARTH

THE JAPANESE SHOULD NOT BOW DOWN TO CHRISTIAN ETHICS

THE LEARNED TREE OF TIBET

THE OCCULT CAUSES OF EPIDEMIC DISEASES

THE PERNICIOUS INFLUENCE OF THE MOON

THE RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL IS NEITHER RELIGIOUS NOR PHILOSOPHICAL
THE RUSSIAN MOTE AND THE BRITISH BEAM

THE SEWER OF DOGMATIC CREEDS AND BLIND FAITH

THE SPARKLE OF “LIGHT ON THE PATH” HAS BEEN DIMMED BY A DARK STAIN
THE SPIRIT OF LIFE ISSUES FROM THE EARTH’S NORTH POLE

THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL NEVER EXISTED

THE UNGRATEFUL MAN

THE VELVETEEN RABBIT

TRUTH IS EXILED FROM THE PRESS BECAUSE IT IS NOT AS BEGUILING AS FALSE-
HOOD

VIRGIL'S GEORGICS - TR. RHOADES

WESTERN RELIGION ALONE IS TO BLAME FOR THE CRUELTY TO ANIMALS
WHAT IS MUSIC BY RICE

WHEN THE DOORS OF THE WORLD CLOSED ON THEM

WHY DO ANIMALS SUFFER

WHY THE HOLLOW MEN PRIZE THEIR VICE
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Further
Read.ilf\g

Other works by Eliphas Levi.

INSIGHTS TO THE HIGH IDEALISM AND QUAINT WIT OF ELIPHAS LEVI

ON MALEVOLENT BEWITCHMENTS AND VENOMOUS MAGIC

THE POWER OF THE MAGICIAN IS INVERSELY RELATED TO HIS WORLDLY INTERESTS

— in our Black versus White Magic Series.

AN ABYSS SEPARATES THE TEACHINGS OF ELIPHAS LEVI WITH THOSE OF EASTERN
OCCULTISM

BLAVATSKY ON THE HISTORY AND TRIBULATIONS OF THE ZOHAR

BLAVATSKY ON THE QUENCHLESS LAMPS OF ALCHEMY

ROSICRUCIANS EMERGED AS AN ANTIDOTE TO THE MATERIAL SIDE OF ALCHEMY
— in our Blavatsky Speaks Series.

BLAVATSKY PAYS TRIBUTE TO ELIPHAS LEVI

— in our Buddhas and Initiates Series.

ELIPHAS LEVI ON DEATH AND SATAN

— in our Constitution of Man Series.

ALCHEMY IS THE QUINTESSENCE IN NATURE’S HIGHEST CORRELATIONS OF FORCES
AND POTENCIES

— in our Secret Doctrine’s First Proposition Series.

WILDER ON NEW PLATONISM AND ALCHEMY

— in our Theosophy and Theosophists Series.
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