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1

Spirit is the highest state of matter. That which is neither matter 

nor any of its attributes is no-thing. 

Matter manifests itself in seven states, four of which are now 

known to modern science, and three yet to be discovered. 

First published in The Theosophist, Vol. IV, No. 10, July, 1883, pp. 260-61. Republished in Blavatsky 

Collected Writings, (FROM THEOSOPHY TO SHAKESPEARE) IV pp. 599-602. 

[We have received a very interesting letter from Mr. Henry C. Atkinson, now in 

Boulogne, France. As this excellent and most esteemed gentleman seems to la-

bour under certain erroneous impressions with regard to Theosophy and its pro-

moters, he will pardon us if, in publishing his remarks we explain to him his mis-

takes. — Editor, The Theosophist.]
2
 

I forwarded the (March) Theosophist to Professor Tyndall as requested. . . . I have 

shown your remarks in the Journal to several persons, and we all feel surprised that 

you should not have accepted the Professor’s observation as a compliment,
3
 he not 

                                            
1
 [Frontispiece: The Organ of Spiritual Consciousness, designed by Philaletheians UK. Note to Students: 

“In the Heart there is a spot which is the last to die, a spot marked by a tiny violet light; that is the seat 
of Life, the centre of all, Brahmā; the first spot that lives in the fœtus, and the last that dies. When a Yo-

gi is buried in a trance, it is this spot that lives, though the rest of the body be dead, and as long as this 
remains alive the Yogi can be resurrected. This spot contains potentially mind, life, energy, and will. 
During life it radiates prismatic colours, fiery and opalescent.” Blavatsky Collected Writings, (E.S. IN-

STRUCTION No. V) XII p. 695. 

Strictly speaking, the “tiny violet light” is not “the centre of all,” it is a celestial ray from the “Second One,” 
Brahmā or Logos. The “First One” is Parabrahman or Absoluteness. For in-depth analysis, see How the Heaven-
ly Snails clothed themselves in the Fabric of Matter. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 [H.P. Blavatsky] 

3
 As found in Mr. Atkinson’s letter to the Philosophic Inquirer, the words quoted by him from Professor Tyndall’s 

note with regard to the Theosophists did not sound “complimentary” in the least. If, however, no offensive 
meaning was implied in the words “too stiff,” the Theosophists have but to apologize for their obtuseness, and 
— to feel delighted, of course, to have been noticed at all by this great man of science. They have an excuse, 
however, for any excess of sensitiveness, in the recollection of a certain other and superlatively pungent remark 

made by Professor Tyndall, a few years ago, in his Belfast address, if we remember rightly. An ungenerous ad-
jective which we may not repeat, was added to and flung by him, in the face of spiritualism in that famous ad-
dress. Thus the Theosophists who are almost as heterodox as the Spiritualists, and including in their ranks a 
number of very well-known persons of that faith, had a certain right to fear they might be complimented in the 

same way. Were Professor Tyndall a simple mortal, no one would take great notice of his words. Being, what he 
is, however, one of the greatest, if not the greatest man of science in Europe, whatever he says about us is of 
the highest consequence to the Theosophists who hold true science above all in this world of error. 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/
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considering the [600] article to be exactly in your special line of inquiries, as showing 

your freedom and breadth of view. Why there should be any mystery in respect to 

membership and the deeds and doings of your members, I cannot conceive; it re-

minds one of Pythagoras and his secret cave,
1
 and why you should consider mesmer-

ism to be an occult and secret science is beyond my comprehension.
2
 Can any one 

science be more [601] occult or secret than another?
3
 I have been much engaged with! 

mesmerism or animal magnetism;
4
 but it never occurred to me that there was any-

thing particularly occult or secret about it. Those words would not at any rate equal-

ly apply to any science, from astronomy to chemistry and electricity, etc. Our object 

should be to reduce “wonders” to plain things, not to inflate plain things into won-

ders.
5
 Of course there is in one sense mystery attached to all natural action, and 

from the atoms to the sun shining, and from the substance in motion to its feeling, 

thinking and apprehending; and the idea of another person — called the soul — 

within the person visible, does not explain anything more than that the memory and 

sense of identity is perpetually transferred by an animal magnetic rule to the new 

matter with both man, beast, bird or fish. But there is nothing more occult or secret 

about that than about gravitation,
6
 what Newton would not attempt to account for, 

the rule being all to be known or conceived of it. Professor Blackie in his history of 

materialism or atheism pronouncing against Professor Tyndall and myself says, if all 

phenomena whatsoever, with Bacon, is to be referred to matter as the common 

source of all, and as old Timon of Athens in the play — begins his famous utterance 

with “common mother thou,” whilst he digs — then Tyndall is right, he says, to fix a 

new definition to matter and it is this. 

  

                                            
1
 We can assure our esteemed correspondent that he is quite mistaken. There is no “mystery” in either the 

membership or “the deeds and doings” of our members as Theosophists. With the exception of certain simple 
passwords, etc., given at the time when a candidate for fellowship is received into the Society, and a necessary 

convenience in so polyglot an association as ours, there is nothing secret in it, whatsoever, and if the password 
and grip are not divulged to the general public, it is simply to protect our members from being imposed upon by 
some unprincipled travelling outsiders, who might otherwise claim help from, and abuse the confidence of, the 
“universal Brotherhood” under a plea of Fellowship. There is a small fraction in the Society of those who study 

the occult sciences — and whose number hardly amounts to a half per cent of the whole group of Fellows. 
These certainly have their secrets and will not give them out. But it is unfair to visit the sin (if sin it is) of the 
very few upon the whole Society which in India and Ceylon alone has already sixty-seven Branch Societies, and 
most of whose Fellows never gave a thought even to mesmerism — let alone the secret sciences. 

2
 Again Mr. Atkinson labours under an erroneous impression. No one in our Society considers “mesmerism per 

se an occult and secret science,” though it is an important factor in occultism; least of all has our President-

Founder treated it as a mystery, for, as our correspondent may see for himself in the Supplements of our jour-

nal for March, April, May, June, and July, while healing the sick on his tour in the Bengal Presidency, Col. Ol-
cott made it a point to teach publicly mesmerism to the respectable medical and other members of our various 
Societies, and even instructed in it qualified outsiders. 

3
 Some of the discoveries of certain sciences — such as chemistry and physical science — ought to have been 

kept “occult” at any rate. It is very questionable whether the secrets of gunpowder, nitro-glycerine, dynamite 

and the like, have more benefited than wronged humanity; at least they ought to have been withheld from the 
knowledge of the ignorant and unprincipled portions of mankind. Such, at least, was the opinion of Faraday, 
and some other great men of science. And this may explain, perhaps, why the occultists will not give out their 

even more perilous secrets promiscuously. 

4
 [Consult “Magnetism, Mesmerism, Hypnotism,” in our Confusing Words Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

5
 Quite so; and therefore, the leaders of the Society do their best to uproot superstition and prove to their 

members that since such a thing as miracle is an impossibility and belief in it an absurdity, the most wonderful 
phenomena, if genuine, must have a natural explanation, however occult the agency behind them may seem at 

present. 

6
 [Consult “Gravitation is the Law of Attraction and Repulsion,” in our Planetary Rounds and Globes Series. — 

ED. PHIL.] 
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“If these statements startle, it is because matter has been defined [602] and maligned 

by philosophers and theologians who were equally unaware that it is at bottom es-

sentially mystical and transcendental.”
1
 You may call it occult if you please, but the 

same applies to all conditions and to all enquiries, and from the growth of a blade of 

grass to the formation of a complex correlated organism, does it not? 

. . . We are now reducing the marvellous into a plain matter. 

Pope in his preface to his magnificent edition of Shakespeare after all his praise and 

fine criticism expresses his astonishment in these words: “this is perfectly amazing 

from a man of no education or experience of those great and public scenes of life, 

which are usually the subject of his thoughts; so that he seems to have known the 

world by intuition, to have looked through human nature at one glance, and to be 

the only author that gives ground for a very new opinion — that the philosopher and 

even the man of the world, may be born as well as the poet.” The same astonishment 

is expressed by all the great writers on Shakespeare for 300 years. But a short while 

ago, lo and behold, in a publication of Bacon — Promus,
2
 or Collection of fine 

Thoughts and Sayings: 1680 entries — and these in one form or other, are 4,400 

times introduced into the plays, a proof positive that the laborious genius Bacon was 

the real author of the plays, and all the supernatural wonder and mystery is at an 

end! Poor ignorant Shakespeare never had a book in his possession, never wrote a 

line in his life. 

Tyndall is better in health, sleeps better; he is a laborious worker and a fine genius. 

Very sincerely, 

HENRY J. ATKINSON 

May 10th, 1883, 

Hôtel de la Gare, 

Boulogne-sur-Mer, France. 

 

 

 

                                            
1
 Professor Tyndall was anticipated in his opinion on matter by most of the great Philosophers of India. Perhaps 

Mr. Atkinson is not aware that the Eastern Occultists hold that there is but one element in the universe — infi-
nite, uncreated and indestructible — MATTER; which element manifests itself in seven states — four of which 
are now known to modern science, and which include the state of Radiant matter discovered by Mr. Crookes, 

and that three are to be yet discovered in the West. Spirit is the highest state of that matter, they say, since that 

which is neither matter nor any of its attributes is — NOTHING. We would recommend in reference to this ques-
tion the perusal of an article headed “What is Matter and what is Force?” in the September number of The The-
osophist, 1882. [Consult “What is Matter and what is Force?” in our Secret Doctrine’s First Proposition Series. 

— ED. PHIL.] 

2
 [Cf. The promus of formularies and elegancies. (Being private notes, circa 1594, hitherto unpublished) by 

Francis Bacon, illustrated and elucidated by passages from Shakespeare, by Mrs. Henry Pott, with preface by 
E.A. Abbott. London: Longmans, Green & Co., 1883; 628pp.] 
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Suggested reading for students.1 

 

From our Secret Doctrine’s First Proposition Series. 

 ALCHEMY IS THE QUINTESSENCE IN NATURE’S HIGHEST CORRELATIONS 

 ALLEGORIES AND MYTHS UNDERLYING PURANIC COSMOLOGY 

 BLAVATSKY AND MEAD ON THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN 

 CROSS IS THE SYMBOL OF PRE-COSMIC DIVINE MIND 

 DIAGRAM 1 - HINDU COSMOGONY 

 DIAGRAM 2 - CHALDEO-JEWISH COSMOGONY 

 DIAGRAM 3 - THE IDEAL TRIAD AND ITS REFLECTION 

 DIAGRAM 4 - THE WHEEL OF EZEKIEL 

 DRAWING 0 - BESTRIDE THE BIRD OF LIFE 

 DRAWING 1 - THE SEVENTEEN-RAYED SUN 

 DRAWING 2 - THE WINGED SUN 

 FOHAT IS THE LIFE OF THE UNIVERSE 

 HERMES' DIVINE PYMANDER - TR. EVERARD 

 HERMES' VIRGIN OF THE WORLD - TR. KINGSFORD & MAITLAND 

 HINDU VS. CHALDEO-JEWISH COSMOGONY 

 HOW VIBRATION BRINGS FORTH SOUND, FORM, AND COLOUR 

 INERTIA, THE GREAT OCCULT FORCE 

 INFINITE IS THE CREATIVE POTENCY OF FEMININE LOGOS 

 JUDGE ON THE GITA AND THE ZODIAC 

 LUNAR MYTH AND WORSHIP THROUGH THE AGES 

 MAHANARAYANA UPANISHAD - TR. VIMALANANDA 

 PROPOSITION 1 - AKASHA VS. ASTRAL LIGHT 

 PROPOSITION 1 - BESTRIDE THE BIRD OF LIFE 

 PROPOSITION 1 - CENTRE + CIRCLE 

                                            
1
 Students should be fully conversant with the metaphysical concepts and learning aids set out in our Secret 

Doctrine’s Propositions Series 2 and 3. — ED. PHIL. 
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 PROPOSITION 1 - CHAOS TO SENSE, LATENT DEITY TO REASON 

 PROPOSITION 1 - CHURNING THE OCEAN OF MILK 

 PROPOSITION 1 - CROSS + FIRE 

 PROPOSITION 1 - DAWN OF CHAOS-THEOS-KOSMOS 

 PROPOSITION 1 - DESIRE PROPER IS BEING 

 PROPOSITION 1 - DIAGRAM 

 PROPOSITION 1 - DIAGRAM NOTES
1
  

 PROPOSITION 1 - ETYMOLOGY OF CONSCIOUSNESS 

 PROPOSITION 1 - GOD DWELLS IN THE HEART 

 PROPOSITION 1 - LIGHT DROPS ONE SOLITARY RAY (DRAWING) 

 PROPOSITION 1 - NARAYANA FIRST OR THIRD LOGOS? 

 PROPOSITION 1 - NOAH IS LOGOS 

 PROPOSITION 1 - ONE LIGHT FOR ALL 

 PROPOSITION 1 - SUN IS THE MIRROR OF FIRE 

 PROPOSITION 1 - THE INEFFABLE NAME 

 PROPOSITION 1 - THE MYSTERY OF BEING 

 PROPOSITION 1 - THE ROPE OF THE ANGELS 

 PROPOSITION 1 - THE SEVEN ETERNITIES 

 PROPOSITION 1 - THE SEVEN FORCES OF NATURE 

 PROPOSITION 1 - THE SEVEN RAYS OF THE SUN 

 PROPOSITION 1 - TIME WAS NOT 

 SONA, THE INDIAN RED RIVER, KEEPS WANDERING OFF ITS BED 

 SQUARING THE CIRCLE IN HEAVEN 

 TETRAGRAMMATON IS THE KEY TO OCCULT THEOGONY 

 THE ATOMS OF SCIENCE ARE THE VIBRATIONS OF OCCULTISM 

 THE COSMOGONY OF THE KALEVALA IS A FAITHFUL ECHO OF THE 

SECRET DOCTRINE 

 THE HINDU PANTHEON DRESSED IN BIBLICAL GARB 

 THE HOLY FOUR OF PYTHAGORAS 

 THE MONADS OF LEIBNIZ ARE THE JIVAS OF OCCULTISM 

 THE SIX-POINTED AND FIVE-POINTED STARS 

 THE ZODIAC IS A VEIL THROWN OVER COSMOGENESIS 

                                            
1
 Published under the title “How the Heavenly Snails clothed themselves in the Fabric of Darkness.” 
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 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - COSMOGENESIS FOR BABIES 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - COSMOGENESIS FOR GROWN-UPS 

 VAST IS THE ANTIQUITY AND UNIVERSALITY OF THE ZODIAC 

 WHAT IS MATTER AND WHAT IS FORCE? 

 WORLDS OF BEING - EASTERN AND KABBALISTIC COSMOGONIES ARE IDENTICAL 

 WORLDS OF BEING - THE ONE RAY STRIDES THROUGH 7 REGIONS IN 3 STEPS 

 WORLDS OF BEING - THE PYTHAGOREAN WORLD, ROOT OF ILLUSION 
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