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Bio-bibliography of Gerald Massey by Boris de Zirkoff, from his H.P. Blavatsky Collected Writings, 

Vol. VIII, pp. 465-67. 

ERALD MASSEY WAS AN ENGLISH POET AND EGYPTOLOGIST, born in a hut 

at Gamble Wharf, on the Canal near Tring, May 29th, 1828. He was the son 

of Wm. Massey, a canal boatman, and his wife Mary. His father brought up 

a large family on a weekly wage of some ten shillings. Gerald said of himself 

that he had no childhood. He received a scanty education at the national 

school of Tring, and was put to work when eight, at a silk mill in same town. Worked 

from five am to six pm, earning from ninepence to one shilling and threepence a 

week. Later he tried straw plaiting. The marshy district of Buckinghamshire induced 

ague, so he went to London at fifteen, and became an errand boy. Reading was his 

absorbing passion from childhood; gradually he developed poetical inclinations; dur-

ing leisure time he studied French, and the works of Thomas Paine, Volney and 

Howitt. Published in 1848 his first volume of Poems and Chansons, with a bookseller 

at Tring, selling some 250 copies at one shilling each. The revolutionary spirit of the 

time caught his enthusiasm, and, joining the Chartists, he applied his pen to the 

support of their cause. In 1849, being 21, began editing at Uxbridge a paper written 

by workingmen and called The Spirit of Freedom, in collaboration with John Bedford. 

Contributed, in 1850, some powerful verse to Cooper’s Journal. His sympathies 

veered then to the religious side of the reforming movement, and he associated him-

self with the Christian Socialists under Frederick Denison Maurice; he acted as sec-

retary of the Chr. Socialist Board and wrote verses for The Christian Socialist. In the 

same year he published a second volume of poems, Voices of Freedom and Lyrics of 

Love. In 1851, he welcomed Kossuth to England in a forceful poem, and later cham-

pioned the cause of Italian unity. A third volume of poems, entitled The Ballad of 

Babe Christobel and Other Poems, published in 1854, fully established his position 

as poet of liberty, labour and the people; this work went through five editions in one 

year and was reprinted in New York. Tennyson and Ruskin acknowledged his talent. 

Five further volumes of poems appeared within a short time. 

Massey also sought livelihood in journalism. From 1854, he wrote for the Athenæum; 

Charles Dickens accepted poems from him for All the Year Round; the first issue of 

Good Words, 1860, had a poem of his on Garibaldi. In the meantime, Massey had 

married and found it hard to bring up a family on the proceeds of his pen. He left 

London for Edinburgh, in 1854, where he wrote for Chambers’ Journal. He also took 

to lecturing at literary institutes, on poetry, pre-Raphaelite art and Christian social-

ism, attracting large audiences. Moved to Monk’s Green, Hertfordshire, in 1857, then 
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to Brentwood, Coniston. While living for four years at Rickmansworth, found a help-

ful admirer in Lady Marian Alford; her son, Lord Brownlow, provided him, in 1862, 

with a house on his estate, called Ward’s Hurst, near Little Gaddesden; he remained 

there until 1877. It was during this sojourn that Massey developed an absorbing in-

terest in psychic phenomena, issuing, in 1871, a somewhat credulous book on Spir-

itualism, which he afterwards withdrew. Soon after, he made three lecture tours in 

America; the first, 1873–74, included California and Canada; the second, 1883–85, 

included Australia and New Zealand; the third opened in 1888, but the fatal illness 

of a daughter brought it to an early close. Massey lectured chiefly on mesmerism, the 

mystical interpretation of the Scriptures, and spiritualism, printing privately many of 

his discourses. 

Among these lectures, special mention should be made of the following ones: 

The Historical [Jewish] Jesus and the Mythical [Egyptian] Christ. 

Paul the Gnostic Opponent of Peter, not an Apostle of Historic Christianity. 

The Logia of the Lord; or, the Pre-Christian Sayings ascribed to Jesus the Christ. 

The Devil of Darkness in the Light of Evolution. 

The Seven Souls of Man, and their Culmination in Christ. 

Gnostic and Historic Christianity. 

The Name and Nature of the Christ (in the Agnostic Annual  of 1888). 

The Hebrew and Other Creations Fundamentally Explained. 

Luniolatry: Ancient and Modern. 

H.P. Blavatsky repeatedly quotes from these lectures and refers the reader to them, 

both in her individual articles and in The Secret Doctrine; while careful to state that 

she does not endorse many of Massey’s deductions, she nevertheless upholds to a 

very great extent many of his views and especially the uncontrovertible facts and evi-

dences which he brings forward. 

In regard to the character of Gerald Massey, the following passage occurs in the pag-

es of Lucifer:
1
 

His is a richly stocked mind, full of learning, where there is no room for narrow-

minded prejudice. His noble endeavours to raise the British working-man to 

higher aspirations and ideals have made his title clear to ennoblement in the 

list of benefactors of humanity and won the respect of the greatest thinkers of 

our age. 

Gerald Massey contributed a number of articles and poems to the then newly-started 

Lucifer magazine. Among these, the one raising the question: “Are the Teachings as-

cribed to Jesus contradictory?” seems to have been one of the contributing reasons 

which prompted Madame Blavatsky to write her epoch-making essay on “The Esoter-

ic Character of the Gospels.” Most of G. Massey’s contributions to Lucifer may be 

found in Vol. I, October–November, 1887, and January–February, 1888. 

                                            
1
 Vol. III, p. 74 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


THEOSOPHY AND THEOSOPHISTS SERIES 

LIFE AND WORKS OF GERALD MASSEY 

Boris de Zirkoff on Gerald Massey v. 11.23, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 27 September 2023 

Page 4 of 8 

The latter part of his life was devoted to the study of ancient Egyptian civilization, a 

subject which engrossed him completely as the years went by. The results of his 

many-sided, extremely painstaking, though somewhat diffused scholarship were 

published in three voluminous works: 

A Book of the Beginnings. London: Williams and Norgate, 1881. 2-vols. 4to.;
1
 

The Natural Genesis. London: Williams and Norgate, 1883. 2-vols. 4to.; and 

Ancient Egypt the Light of the World. London: T. Fisher Unwin, 1907. 2-vols. 

4to. 

As far back as 1863, his resources were augmented, on Lord Palmerston’s recom-

mendation, by a civil list pension of £70 to which were added another £30 by Lord 

Salisbury, in 1887. Massey lived at New Southgate, 1877–90, at Dulwich, 1890–93, 

and from 1893 at South Norwood. 

Gerald Massey died October 29th, 1907, at Redcot, South Norwood Hill, and was bur-

ied in the Old Southgate Cemetery. He had been married twice, his first wife having 

died in 1866. He had 7 daughters and 2 sons in all. 

As a poet, his greatest recognition came from American readers, and he is believed to 

have been the original of George Eliot’s Felix Holt. His poetry is rugged, full of vigour, 

fertile imagination and lyrical melody. There is no doubt whatsoever that Madame 

Blavatsky had a great respect for his ideas, his mystical interpretation of various 

Biblical sayings, and his dedication to the cause of freedom and the amelioration of 

the condition of the poor. 

See for further data regarding Gerald Massey: Review of Reviews, London, December 

1907 (portrait); Book Monthly, London, September 1907 (portrait). 

 

 

 

 

                                            
1
 Reviewed apparently by H.P. Blavatsky herself, in The Theosophist, Vol. III, February, 1882, pp. 127-28. 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

From our Theosophy and Theosophists Series. 

 A DEBT OF GRATITUDE TO LORD LYTTON 

 A LAY CHELA ON OCCULT STUDY 

 A LAY CHELA ON THE SECRET DOCTRINE 

 A THEOSOPHICAL LOVE FEAST IN FRANCE 

 ALETHEIA IS OUR GOD AND DOGMA 

 ANCIENT ETHICAL WORSHIPS 

 ARCHAIC THEOSOPHY IS PRE-BUDDHIST WISDOM-RELIGION 

 BLAVATSKY DEFENDS BLAVATSKY 

 BLAVATSKY DEFENDS THE KEY TO THEOSOPHY 

 BLAVATSKY ON ANNA KINGSFORD 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SOUL AND SPIRIT 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE ORIGIN AND SOURCE OF THE SECRET DOCTRINE 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE THEOSOPHY OF DR. N.I. PIROGOV 

 BLAVATSKY REFUTES ARGUMENTS AGAINST THEOSOPHY 

 BLAVATSKY REFUTES THE ASSERTIONS OF A FRENCH THEOSOPHIST 

 BLAVATSKY'S OPEN LETTER TO FELLOW THEOSOPHISTS 

 BUCK ON THE NATURE AND AIM OF THEOSOPHY 

 COLD METAPHYSICS VERSUS DIVINE WISDOM 

 CONDUCT AND DUTIES OF A TRUE THEOSOPHIST 

 CORY'S ANCIENT FRAGMENTS (1832) 

 COSMOPOLITANISM IS FAR HOLIER AND NOBLER THAN GRASPING GREEDINESS 

CLOAKED IN PATRIOTISM 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON CHARLES JOHNSTON 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON EDWARD DOUGLAS FAWCETT 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON FRANZ HARTMANN 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON HP BLAVATSKY COLLECTED WRITINGS 
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 DE ZIRKOFF ON SUBBA ROW 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE COUNTESS OF CAITHNESS 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE DREAM THAT NEVER DIES 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE SECRET DOCTRINE 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE THIRD VOLUME OF THE SECRET DOCTRINE 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THREE EMINENT THEOSOPHISTS 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON WILHELM HÜBBE-SCHLEIDEN 

 DE ZIRKOFF RECALLS HIS FORMATIVE YEARS IN RUSSIA 

 EASTERN LIGHT SHINES ON WESTERN MINDS 

 EASTERN OCCULTISM IS THE PARENT STREAM OF INNER WISDOM 

 EASTERN THEOSOPHY IS NEITHER A CREED, NOR A RELIGIOUS BODY 

 ESSENTIAL THEOSOPHICAL DOCTRINES 

 HARTMANN ON HOW TO ENTER THE PATH TO INFINITE LIFE 

 HARTMANN ON THE HARMONICAL SOCIETY 

 HOW THEOSOPHY REKINDLED TRUE BROTHERHOOD IN INDIA 

 HUMANITY SEEMS TO PROGRESS BY INVENTING ONE DISCOVERY AFTER THE OTHER 

 IMPORT AND POTENCY OF NUMBERS AS SYMBOLS 

 IN THE EARLY DAYS OF THE THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT 

 ISIS UNVEILED IS THE MAJESTY OF TRUTH UNVEILED 

 JUDGE AND DE ZIRKOFF ON GEORGE MEAD 

 JUDGE ON THE HEART DOCTRINE 

 JUDGE ON THE THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT 

 JUDGE ON THE TRUE THEOSOPHIST'S PATH 

 JUDGE ON THEOSOPHICAL STUDY AND WORK 

 KEYS TO THE MYSTERY LANGUAGE 

 LET THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY PERISH, THAN FORSAKE THE CAUSE OF TRUTH 

 MYSTERY IS NOT UNREVEALED KNOWLEDGE 

 OCCULT TRUTH IS NATURE WITHOUT THE ILLUSORY VEIL OF THE SENSES 

 OUR GOD IS HUMANITY AND OUR CULT THE LOVE OF OUR FELLOW-MAN 

 OUR ONLY DELIVERER AND SAVIOUR 

 PLEDGED STUDENTS' PRESCRIBED GUIDE FOR CONDUCT 

 PREREQUISITES TO MEMBERSHIP OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
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 SPURNED THE SUBSTANCE AND CLUTCHED THE SHADOW 

 STUDENTS HAVE A CHOICE OF TWO PATHS 

 SUBBA ROW DEFENDS ESOTERIC BUDDHISM 

 SUBBA ROW'S ESOTERIC WRITINGS (1895) 

 THAT WHICH IS FALSE CAN ONLY BE KNOWN BY TRUTH 

 THE AIMS AND MISSION OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY FULFILLED 

 THE CHALDEAN ORACLES OF ZOROASTER 

 THE CROWN JEWELS OF THEOSOPHY (PHOTO ALBUM) 

 THE POWER OF THE TRINITY OF KOSMOS MANIFESTS THROUGH 

THE FOUR PRINCIPLES OF MAN 

 THE REVIVAL OF EASTERN OCCULT PHILOSOPHY 

 THE SUN OF TRUTH FEARS NO LIGHT AND NEEDS NO LIES 

 THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY IS NOT A NURSERY FOR BUDDING ADEPTS 

 THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL ARCANE TERMS 

 THEOSOPHIA - FOUNTAIN, PERSPECTIVES, PRACTICE (DRAWING) 

 THEOSOPHIA: INNER WISDOM 

 THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT, THE GREAT MORAL BUT SILENT FORCE 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - ESOTERIC SECTION (LETTERHEAD) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MISSION AND FUTURE 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MONOGRAM 1 (LOGOTYPE) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MONOGRAM 2 (LOGOTYPE) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - OBJECTS AND EARLY ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - SEAL 1 (LOGOTYPE) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - SEAL 2 (LOGOTYPE) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SYMBOLS (TRUE TYPE FONT) 

 THEOSOPHIST IS WHO THEOSOPHY DOES 

 THEOSOPHISTS DEFINED ATTITUDINALLY, ETHICALLY, PHILOSOPHICALLY (DRAWING) 

 THEOSOPHY AND THEOSOPHISTS 

 THEOSOPHY BRINGS THE WISDOM OF LOVE BEFORE THE EYE OF THE SOUL 

 THEOSOPHY IS DEEPER MONISM THAN SECULARISM, AND MORE PHILOSOPHICAL 

 THEOSOPHY IS RELIGION ITSELF AND SUBLIME CODE OF ETHICS 

 THEOSOPHY IS THE SCIENCE OF TRUTH AND THE RELIGION OF JUSTICE 

 TRIBUTES TO WILLIAM QUAN JUDGE 

 TRUE THEOSOPHISTS ARE ALWAYS UNDER THE MASTER'S EYE 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


THEOSOPHY AND THEOSOPHISTS SERIES 

SUGGESTED READING FOR STUDENTS 

Boris de Zirkoff on Gerald Massey v. 11.23, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 27 September 2023 

Page 8 of 8 

 TRUTH IS ALWAYS MIXED WITH ERROR AND HINDERED BY TECHNOLOGICAL 

KNOWLEDGE 

 TWO JOURNALS DEVOTED TO THE BROTHERHOOD OF MAN 

 VERNAL BLOOMS BY WILLIAM QUAN JUDGE 

 VISTAS OF VIRTUE AND TRUTH 

 WADIA'S RESIGNATION FROM THE TS 

 WHAT SORT OF MAN THE REAL PHILOSOPHER SHOULD BE? 

 WHEN PURE LOVE IS PERVERTED, HUMANITY QUIVERS 

 WHO CAN MEND THE BROKEN SOCIETY? 

 WHO CAN READ THE RIDDLE OF THE SERPENT? 

 WHO SHOULD BE INVITED TO THEOSOPHICAL MEETINGS? 

 WHY A BRAHMIN ABANDONED HIS CASTE 

 WHY PAGAN SYMBOLISM IS INDESTRUCTIBLE? 

 WILDER ON THE WISDOM RELIGION OF ZOROASTER 
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